MAY 2021 PUBLIC NOTICES

Think Before
You Burn
This time of year is traditionally a busy time for our Bush
Fire volunteers. It is at this time of year fire restrictions are eased.
Easing of restrictions does not imply that all fires are safe
to light. So please assess weather conditions with
detailed forecasts (i.e. MetEye) before burning. Ensure
that the property is well prepared and you have adequate
suppression resources. Burning just prior to rain is also
not recommended as wind direction changes and
increases in speed often catch people out.

Remember, legislation places responsibilities on those
who light fires and penalties may apply for poorly
conducted burning operations.
Finally, please consider the impact on our hardworking
Volunteers when considering if it is appropriate to light a
fire. Lets take care and look after one another.

APPLICATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
PROPOSED STORAGE SHED WITH
CARETAKER’S DWELLING
LOT 14 EXTRACTS PLACE, DUMBARTON
The Shire of Toodyay has received an application for a storage shed including
a caretaker’s dwelling at Lot 14 Extracts Place in Dumbarton.
Your views on the proposed storage shed and caretaker’s dwelling are
encouraged and welcomed. The proposal is available for inspection at the
Shire of Toodyay Administration Centre, Old Court House, 15 Fiennes Street,
Toodyay, during office hours. The proposal is also available for viewing in the
Shire’s website at www.toodyay.wa.gov.au
Written submissions on the proposed development should lodged with the
Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Toodyay, PO Box 96 Toodyay 6566, by
4.00pm Monday 14 June 2021.
Further information on the above proposal is available by contacting the
Shire’s Development Services on 9574 9300.
Suzie Haslehurst
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Chatcup Bridge Update
The work on Chatcup Bridge was certainly heading towards completion when Toodyay was hit with some serious rainfall.
Unfortunately due to the side track at the bridge replacement project being overwhelmed by that rainfall in early May (up to 70mm), Bindi
Bindi – Toodyay Road was forced to close between Bindoon - Dewars Pool Road, and Telegraph Road.
As the replacement structure was close to completion, it was more economical to have the contractor focus on getting the new bridge
opened to traffic as quickly as possible, than repair the side track.

TOODYAY WASTE TRANSFER STATION

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
Meeting

Date

Time

Environmental Advisory Committee

1 June 2021

4.00pm

Audit Committee

10 June 2021

2.00pm

Agenda Briefing

15 June 20201

4.00pm

Ordinary Council Meeting

22 June 2021

4.00pm
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Where: 226 Railway Road, Toodyay
Opening Times: open daily from 8.00am to 12.00 noon, excluding
Good Friday, Anzac Day, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New
Year’s Day.
The last Sunday of each month the Station is open from 8.00am to
3.00pm.
Contact: 9574 2661 during work hours
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Toodyay Achieves Wildflower

Friendly Town Status

Toodyay recently achieved the status of a recognised Wildflower Friendly Town. Although in its infancy, the scheme is designed to
increase nature based tourism in Western Australia by encouraging local governments to protect our valuable wildflowers and native vegetation along roads and in nature reserves for the enjoyment of visitors and locals.
An assessment panel consisting of representatives from the Western Australian Local Government Association (WALGA), the Wildflower
Society of Western Australia and the Office of the Minister for Tourism, Racing and Gaming; Small Business; Defence Issues; Citizenship
and Multicultural Interests recently advised the Shire of Toodyay had achieved 'wildflower friendly’ status. The panel acknowledged the
effort made by the Shire to provide information that addressed the schemes criteria and local government-led initiatives to conserve and
promote wildflowers.
The Shire of Merredin was also successful and both Shires will receive additional marketing support from Tourism Western Australia
(Tourism WA) aimed at driving visitors to key roads where wildflowers are likely to be found next year.
Tourism WA will begin work on website, wildflower map, social media and email newsletter content promoting the Shire ahead of the next
wildflower season.
Minister Papalia congratulated the work the Shire of Toodyay is doing to conserve and protect wildflowers and native vegetation along
roadside verges and reserves and looks forward to ongoing involvement in this important annual initiative.
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A Message from the Shire President
The big question being asked is what did
our new Toodyay Recreation Centre cost?
The answer is this administration has not
yet had sufficient time to examine in detail
the planning and earthworks incurred in the
six years prior to June 2019.
The construction cost since June 2019 is
$14,997,723 minus $33,469 for a cylinder
mower.
This amount did not include land purchase
and money spent on design, construction
Shire President
plans or earthworks prior to June 2019.
Cr Madacsi
Costs began in the 2013/2014 financial year
when the shire purchased 13ha of land near Toodyay District High
School for $1,675,000 with Shire funds and a WA Treasury Corporation loan.
Part of the money was allocated to Peter Hunt Architects in 2014 to
develop and design a master plan.
In February 2017 a business case identified project costs totalling
$23.1 million for Stage One accompanied by whole-of-life costings.

The Stage One plans were scaled down after cost estimates were
revised in December 2017 and funding outcomes were known.
Two interest-only WA Treasury loans totalling $4.5 million were obtained to fund the revised Stage One construction phase.
Those two short-term loans will be converted to a single long-term
(over 20 years) loan in June 2021 .
The two loans - combined with $6,722,957 in grants and $3,756,635
of shire funds – provided a total of $14,979,593 for construction.
The total budget was $14,967,962 plus ‘in-kind’ contributions from
local contractors.
The actual build cost of $14,997,723 - minus $33,469 for a mower –
meant that construction was completed $3,708 below budget.
Though costs were known throughout the construction period, actual
amounts spent were required to be confirmed by acquittal.
The shire engaged a quantity surveyor to ensure all quantities of
invoiced materials were accounted for. The invoices were then assessed against the project’s budget and quotes.
This work would normally be done by the Shire Manager of Finance.
However, staff changes, the transfer of all shire financial and other
records to a new digital management system and the shire budget
required that the CEO undertake the acquittals.
All works are completed and have been paid for.
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ARE YOU ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THE
2021 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS?
If you are a resident of the Shire of Toodyay and are registered on the State Electoral Roll, you
will automatically receive voting papers through the post – you do not need to do anything. You
can confirm your enrolment status with the Western Australian Electoral Commission online at
www.elections.wa.gov.au or by phoning 13 63 03.
If you are a ratepayer of Toodyay but do not live in the Shire, you can apply to register on the
Owners Occupiers Roll. This roll requires an update every 2 years, so if you registered on the
Owner Occupiers roll prior to the 2019 Local Government elections, you may need to do so
again.
Please also note: If you pay rates on more than one property in the previous ‘ward’ structure,
you may have been eligible to vote in more than one ward. Wards have now been abolished so
each person will receive one vote regardless of how many properties they own in the Shire.
To be eligible to vote in the 2021 Local Government elections you
must ensure that you are enrolled to vote.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS - SATURDAY,16 OCTOBER 2021

Major Grant Funding For Toodyay Road
The Federal Government has announced $64 million for the Toodyay Road Upgrade
between Dryandra Road and Toodyay in the $1.3 billion Infrastructure Package for
WA. For more information see the website www.pm.gov.au.
Main Roads is continuing to upgrade sections of Toodyay Road to improve road
safety and reduce road trauma.
The overtaking lane on Toodyay Road between Lovers Lane and Jingaling Brook
Road is due for completion by the end of June 2021 dependent on the weather. The
road widening around Racecourse Road is due for completion at the end of May
also dependent on the weather. Audible edge lines will be installed once the works
are completed.
For more information about the Toodyay Road upgrade project, please see the Main
Roads website www.mainroads.wa.gov.au. Main Roads can be contacted by phone
on 138 138 or email enquiries@mainroads.wa.gov.au
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Museum Items Re-homed
In our December 2020 Shire Community
Newsletter article we spoke about our efforts to
find a home for some of the agricultural objects
that had been gathered at the museum site over
the years. These had been identified as being in
poor or incomplete condition and had an unknown
history. Regretfully we had to accept the Shire
didn’t have the resources to continue looking after
them, and so began the process of searching for
another museum where they could be re-homed.
A report was presented to Council in November
2020 asking Council to consider the disposal of
objects from the museum collection that had been
assessed as being of low significance due to
poor condition, duplication or lack of provenance.
The process of disposing of these items aimed to
maximise limited resources (space, time and money) to ensure the more significant artefacts can remain in the museum collection and be
better cared for.
In March a call went out through the networks of the Australian Museums and Galleries Association of Western Australia and a
response was received from John Hawk of the Avondale Machinery Museum in Beverley.
The museum is located on Avondale Farm which
is a National Trust owned property. Avondale
Farm operates as a working farm, as well as having an agricultural museum, stables, walks and
picnic areas. Volunteers at the museum restore
agricultural machinery, including tractors, back to
working order.
In April John and his son came to Toodyay and
collected for the Avondale museum: a partially and
incomplete four-wheel trap, a roll of barbed wire, a
metal bath in two sections, some components from
disintegrated horse drawn vehicles (mainly from a
light two-wheel cart and a four-wheeled dray), approximately 200 cedar shingles (not associated
with the gaol restoration), an egg incubator, a cast
iron pot and a set of metal gears.
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Are your rates up to date?
Have you paid your 2020/21 rates and are you up to date with your instalments?
A friendly reminder to advise that the last rates instalment was due on 22 February 2021.
If you are unsure if you have any outstanding rates, please contact the Shire administration office on
(08) 9574 9300 or email records@toodyay.wa.gov.au.

Rating Information
GRV Residential - properties used for residential purposes.
GRV Commercial - properties used for commercial purposes.
GRV Industrial - properties used for industrial purposes.
GRV Rural and GRV Rural Residential - properties located within
a rural setting but primarily used for residential purposes.
UV General - properties used for residential and/or minor rural
pursuits.
UV Rural - broadacre farming over 100ha.
WIN TV advertisement - Experience Toodyay Today.
There's never been a better time to visit.
Following on from the very successful Social Media and TV campaign run last
year, the TCCI has once again committed to a similar multi-faceted ad campaign
this year in time for Toodyay’s peak tourism/visitor season.
We have already reached nearly 15,000 Perth metropolitan people in the first
week of this new Social Media campaign and the TV commercials will be running
on WIN TV. This 30 second TVC version of the Toodyay promotional video is
being run on WIN TV for the next 2 months.
The purpose of these advertisements is to encourage more visitors to experience
the wonders of Toodyay and all it has to offer, resulting once again in more revenue for our Toodyay business community.
You can view the TV Ad on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
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Can I have horses without first
checking with the Shire?

Did you know that the keeping of livestock is a land use? And that
unless you are in Rural zoned land that you will need to have
development approval in most instances. That does not mean to say
that Rural land is completely exempt either. An Equestrian Centre,
for example – will need development approval on Rural land.
For the purposes of this article however, we will focus on the most
common land use – Rural Pursuits and the most common animal –
the horse. Under the Shire’s Local Planning Scheme No. 4 a rural
pursuit means, among other things, the rearing and agistment of
animals and the stabling, agistment and training of horses.
The Scheme will exempt you from requiring development approval in
Rural Residential or Rural Living zoned land for a Rural Pursuit IF it
is not used for trade or commercial purposes and complies with the
recommended stocking rates and environmental protection
requirements of the relevant State Government departments. It is up
to you to demonstrate this capability to us however we can assist
you with these calculations.
Notwithstanding the above, there are also other rural residential
requirements in the Scheme which are specific to certain
subdivisions which may prohibit rural pursuits and livestock – such
as Rugged Hills.
4

Visit from Department of Transport
The WABN Grants program is one of the key actions detailed in
the Western Australian Bicycle Network Plan 2014-2031 which sets
out a framework for the provision of a safe and sustainable cycling
network across WA
An organised visit from Department of Transport (DoT) to Toodyay
tested the network by taking a ride on some of the Toodyay
Pathways. In particular to take some photos and video of the new path
that has just been installed from Drummond Street (School Rd) along
Jarratt Pass to the Recreation Centre.
This is the path that is 50% funded by Shire of Toodyay and 50% by
WA Bike Network Grant (DoT). The visitors loved the ride and the
highlighted collaboration between Local and State Governments. The
Shire acknowledges the efforts and hard work our depot employees
put into applying for grant funding to complete these types of projects
the Shire otherwise couldn’t afford.

Neigh
you can’t!

One of the most common and enduring planning queries is the
keeping of livestock – particularly horses. We also look at sheep and
goats for ‘mowing’ purposes from time to time and alpacas because
they make for interesting dinner conversation.
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Toodyay set to benefit from
the STAND Project
Toodyay is about to benefit from the Commonwealth Telecommunications Resilience Improvement (STAND Project) designed to
support communities impacted by fire or cyclone by providing
emergency communication capacity.
Under Round 1 of the 1 STAND Battery Upgrade $16,000,000
program, Telstra submitted funding requests and 16 telecommunication towers in the Midland- Avon Zone were approved.
Julimar, Coondle and Morangup towers are to have the batteries
upgraded from 3 hour capacity to 12 hours. This Project is due to
be completed by June 2021.

Sometimes we are faced with a request to overstock the land. This
means that the proposed number of horses does not meet the
recommended (base) stocking rate for the land. For example, the
base stocking rate is for 2 horses but you want 4. As part of the
development application process, Shire Officers will ask for a horse
management plan (also known as an equine management plan) to
accompany any application.
The purpose of these management plans is to provide an effective
way to ensure that your horse does not adversely impact on the
land, soil, water, air and vegetation of your small property. The plan
is a useful tool that addresses best management of the environment
and details how you will manage nutrients, dust, odour, water
resources and paddocks.
New landholders intending to keep horses and existing landholders
wishing to increase horse numbers on their property, are advised to
contact the Shire of Toodyay in the first instance.
So, even if you are Andrew Hoy with more equestrian experience
than you can shake a riding crop at – you still need to get in touch
with the Shire so we can ensure you are given the best advice early
on. Our job is not to determine if you love your horses – it is whether
the land and your neighbours will!
(Andrew Hoy — seven time Olympian representing Australia.
Andrew has won four Olympic medals: three gold and one silver, in
the sport of eventing).

Toodyay District High School seeking nominations for
School Council
Do you value the role that Toodyay District High School has in providing a quality education for students in the
district? Can you help to enhance the education provided by the school by being a member of the School
Council?
As a member of the School Council you can:
•
Assist the school to determine and meet its objectives, priorities and general policy directions;

•
•
•

Assist the planning of financial arrangements required to meet those objectives;
Evaluate the school’s performance; and,

Promote the school in the community.
Membership of the School Council is comprised of parents, members of the community, staff and students, working together to further the
interests of all students at the school.
Take up this opportunity and you will be rewarded knowing that your contributions will directly benefit 300 students, their families and the
broader community. For if our school succeeds, so does our community.
If this sounds like something you can be a part of, please contact Mr David Ball, Principal, Toodyay District High School on
david.ball@education.wa.edu.au or call 9578 2000.
13
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Monitoring Feral Pigs in Toodyay

It has been an active time in the Community Development space with the
popular Moondyne Festival returning to Toodyay. In a day held in honour
of the legendary bushranger, Moondyne Joe, the township was again
transformed into its celebrated pioneer period with swaggies, floozies and
coppers decorating the main street.

The main highlight of the day was the famous re-enactment of Moondyne
Joe’s array of escapes. Enjoyed by many visitors and locals alike, the
beautiful town of Toodyay came alive with all the skylarking and
escapades of Joe and his unruly gang.
In what was a memorable day for Toodyay, the Shire would like to thank
the Moondyne Festival committee, all the local groups who assisted and
the Toodyay community who supported our historic centerpiece event.

Community Development
Grant Funding Information
In updating our community and sporting groups, “The AMP
Foundation is now seeking talented and innovative Australians who
are working hard on a project or passion but are in need of a
financial boost so they can take it to the next level.”
Grants of between $5,000 to $100,000 are available to support
Australians of all ages and walks of life who are making a difference
in the community. Applications are now open and will close at 4pm
(AEST) on Wednesday 9 June 2021. If you need more information,
please do not hesitate to contact the AMP Foundation at
amp_foundation@amp.com.au or you can also contact Daniel
Hobley, Community Development Officer, at the Shire’s Visitor
Centre on 9574 9392 or d.hobley@toodyay.wa.gov.au.

National Road Safety Week
16 - 23 May 2021
The Shire of Toodyay would like to again remind the community
that National Road Safety Week is taking place 16 -23 of May in
2021. Too many lives are lost on our roads, and as part of
remembering those 1200 people who are tragically taken every
year, The Safer Australian Roads and Highways (SARAH Group)
are calling upon people within Australian cities and communities to
make the pledge to drive so others survive. If you need more information, please do not hesitate to visit the National Road Safety
website at https://roadsafetyweek.com.au/ or you can also contact
contact Daniel Hobley, Community Development Officer, at the Visitor Centre on 9574 9392 or d.hobley@toodyay.wa.gov.au.

The presence of feral pigs within the Toodyay Shire is well
known especially in the Department of Bio-diversity and Conservation Reserves.
However, recently these unwanted animals have been seen on
private land such as bush blocks and hobby farms.
Landholders worried about their personal safety have reported
sightings to the Shire and appropriate Government departments.
Toodyay Shire Reserve Management has responded by
contracting a feral animal control expert to trap pigs on private
land and Shire managed reserves.
A successful sensor camera program has confirmed feral pig
“hot spots” which will maximise the effectiveness of trap
locations.
Descended from escaped domestic pigs (Sus scrofa) these
adaptable survivors have reverted to their wild form and ways.
They generally travel in family groups of up to a dozen or so, are
mostly black in colour and stand about a half a metre high at the
shoulder.
Their feeding habits involve extensive digging and rooting for
bulbs and tubers.
Some of the affected sites cover thousands of square metres
and look like an earth moving machine has been busy.
Feral pigs are regarded as one of the most destructive feral
pests in the world!
In Australia an estimated 24 million of them wreak havoc across
the landscape costing agriculture millions of dollars annually by
destroying crops, preying on new born lambs, infrastructure and
spreading diseases like Foot and Mouth.
They impact severely on the natural environment by eroding river banks, fouling water holes and out competing native wildlife for food and
habitat.
The community is encouraged to report any sightings of feral pigs in the Toodyay Shire to the Reserves Management Officer
rmo@toodyay.wa.gov.au Mobile 0448284260

Pictured: Shire of Toodyay Reserves Management
Officer Greg Warburton inspecting a sensor camera.
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Pictured: damage caused by feral pigs
5
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Successful ‘Famil’ tours
between surrounding Shires
If you don’t know, a ‘Famil’ provides the best way in which a region
can put its best foot forward to impress.
The VC team have been busy visiting surrounding Visitors Centres
over March and April. These Famil Tours have been attended by
Toodyay, Northam, Beverley, York, Goomalling and Chittering.
Our first Famil Tour was Chittering and Toodyay. We met at the
Bindoon Bakehaus for morning tea followed by a visit to the Northern
Valleys Locavore Store and then on to their recently revamped
Visitors Centre.
Lunch was provided at the Toodyay Visitors Centre where the
visitors were shown through Connor’s Mill museum. Following lunch
the group set out on the Convict Depot Walk, stopping at the
Newcastle Gaol museum for a look around on the way. Back down
the main street to take in our wonderful shops with a stop at Uniquely
Toodyay.
Our second Famil Tour was Beverley and York. We all met at the
Beverley Visitors Centre which is a fairly new purpose built building
also housing the CRC, Library and Day Care Centre. From there, a
wander down the main street admiring the many murals on view and
stopping in at some of the local businesses including the recently
renovated Freemasons Hotel. Then to visit Beverley’s new Skate

6

Park before heading over to York.
York had a surprise waiting for us with some old vehicles waiting to
give us a tour around town before heading to the top of Mt Brown.
Once there a local Aboriginal elder told us some of their stories
about Mt Brown and other hills and outcrops in the area. Back down
the hill for afternoon tea at the York Motor Museum followed by a
quick tour of some of York’s local businesses.
Our third and final Famil Tour was Goomalling and Northam. Starting
in Goomalling we were treated to morning tea followed by a look
around Slater Homestead, then a tour around town in their
Community Bus with a stop at the Goomalling Caravan Park.
On to Northam for lunch at the Bilya Koort Boodja followed by a tour
of the impressive centre. Finally a wander down to the Farmers
Home Hotel (formerly the Shamrock) for a look around there.
The Toodyay VC has thoroughly enjoyed these Famil Tours and
learning about our neighboring towns. Toodyay is looking forward in
working with the other districts to support and promote one another
and continue promoting the Avon Valley as a fantastic place for
tourists to visit.
Pictured below: The VC teams on Mt Brown in York.
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Toodyay DHS Parents & Citizens Assoc.
PO Box 1624, Toodyay, WA 6566
e: pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com
Facebook page search ‘Toodyay DHS P&C’
President - Kelly-Anne Murray 0406 585 716

New shade sails at Toodyay DHS
inspire sun safe play
Students at Toodyay District High School can play
more safely in the sun thanks to the installation of
shade sails over the nature playground on the oval.
Toodyay DHS P&C celebrates the completion of the
first of three playground shade installations, a partnership between the school and the P&C which contributed $4,000 towards the project.
Following a successful application to CBH’s most
recent grass roots grants program, the P&C can announce that we have secured $2,450 to install shade
sails over the early childhood playground in term two.
The third and final shade sail is planned to be installed before the commencement of term three.

Mother’s day stall provides gifts for Mums
The P&C hosted a Mother’s day stall at school on Friday 7 May stall for students to buy a gift for their Mum or mother figure in
their lives. Thanks to gift donations for the stall, students took home a gift for Mum and helped to raise funds for the school.

Save the date – Back to school days quiz night
Set aside Friday 23 July 2021 for the TDHS P&C Back to School Days Quiz night. Find an old school uniform, come dressed in
faction colours or as your most memorable teacher. Get ready for lots of
laughs, school themed games and to raise funds for school grounds improvements at Toodyay DHS.
Sponsorship opportunities are available. We are seeking donation of prizes for the event - for a raffle, silent auction, games and overall quiz winners. If you can support the school by making a donation of goods or services, please contact Kelly-Anne on 0406 585 716.

Canteen helpers are in demand
Are you looking for a way to give something back to your community?
Could you spare a few hours on a Monday or Friday between 8.30am to
1pm?
Committed canteen volunteers Sal, Maxine and Heather will show you
the ropes. You can help for as little or as long as you like, even one hour
is a great help on the day. Please contact Sal on 0437 992 568 or
Heather on 0418 930 721.

Term two P&C members meeting
The term two members meeting was held on Tuesday 18 May at 5.30 pm
in the staff room at Toodyay District High School.
We welcome the input of parents, carers, community members and
friends of the school to help us improve school facilities, resources and
opportunities for all students.
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