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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

Cr R Madacsi, Shire President, declared the meeting open at 1.01pm. 

2 RECORDS OF ATTENDANCE 

Members  

Cr R Madacsi Shire President 

Cr B Ruthven Deputy Shire President (via zoom) 

Cr C Duri Councillor 

Cr P Hart Councillor (via zoom) 

Cr S McCormick Councillor 

Cr S Pearce Councillor 

Cr D Wrench Councillor (via zoom) – online at 1.03pm 

Staff  

Ms S Haslehurst Chief Executive Officer 

Mr J Augustin Manager Infrastructure and Assets 

Ms T Bateman Manager Corporate and Community Services 

Mr H de Vos Manager Development and Regulation 

Mrs N Mwale Finance Coordinator 

Mrs M Rebane Executive Assistant 

Visitors 

J Brady  

2.1 APOLOGIES  

Cr M McKeown  

2.2 APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil 

2.3 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil.  

3 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

The Chairperson advised that no disclosures of interest in the form of a written notice 
had been received prior to the commencement of the meeting. 

4 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

4.1 RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

Nil.  

4.2 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nil. 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

As per Council Meeting Agenda 
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6 PETITIONS / DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS / SUBMISSIONS 

6.1 PETITIONS 

Nil. 

6.2 DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

6.3 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil. 

6.4 SUBMISSIONS 

J Brady addressed Council regarding the Agenda Item No. 9.1.2. 

7 BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING (IF ADJOURNED) 

Nil.  

8 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER (WITHOUT DISCUSSION) 

Nil.  

9 OFFICER REPORTS 

9.1 DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATION 

9.1.1 Lot 4 Mercy Retreat, Toodyay - Proposed construction of driveway, path and 
free-standing carport 

Nil. 

9.1.2 Lot 20 Railway Rd, Toodyay - Expansion to Toodyay Caravan Park - Stage 1 

9.1.2 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

Duri 

Open plan ablution rooms 
– classed as a wet room 
(as per example photo in 
attachment figure 3. Camp 
kitchen/ablution plans).  If 
a person has used this 
facility prior to another 
person coming in to use 
the toilet – will the toilet 
floor, vanity and toilet be 
wet, therefore presenting a 
slippery surface to walk 
on? 

Proponent response: 

As per the floor plan in Figure 3 of the report, 
there will be a shower screen inserted 
between the shower and the basin to contain 
water spray. Apologies that the photo used 
does not include the shower screen as it was 
not a requirement in our last building and we 
found that it worked well. However, in this 
case we will include the shower screen as 
per the floor plans. Commercial non-slip R11 
rated tiles will be used to prevent slippage on 
the floor.    
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9.1.2 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

Duri 

Will the existing ablution 
block be remaining?  There 
is no facility in the 
proposed the ablution 
blocks for laundry facilities. 

Proponent response: 

Yes the existing ablution block will remain, 
which includes laundry facilities. The table on 
page 18 of the report represents all 
infrastructure in the park after the proposed 
development.  

Duri 

Page 17-21 of attachment 
1.7 3rd paragraph – word 
correction from flood fridge 
– change to fringe 

Proponent response:  

Yes required correcting.  

Duri 
Page 18 – include the word 
site after new caravan 

Proponent response:  

Corrected 

Duri 

Page 18 – table – 
Proposed 6M 6F ablutions 
– the submission is 
proposing 6 Unisex 
ablutions.  Which is correct 
please? 

Proponent Response: 

As noted above, the table on page 18 
represented the total development on the site 
on completion of Stage 1 and 2.  As noted on 
page 6 and Figure 2 of the report, the new 
camp kitchen/ablution building will contain 6 
unisex toilets/showers.    

Duri 

Page 20 – 2.9 insert the 
word BE after The new 
reception area will BE of 
modular 

Proponent response:  

Corrected  

Duri 

4.5 Stormwater and 
Wastewater- No new 
effluent system for stage 1. 
Can you please advise if 
this is due to no new 
camping, caravan, cabins 
etc. being proposed at this 
time/stage? 

Proponent response:  

Yes no new effluent system is proposed as 
there will be no additional occupants in the 
caravan park at any one time.    

We are not proposing a new effluent system 
as part of Stage 1. While there will be 
additional bathrooms in the new camp 
kitchen/ablution building and reception 
building, there will be no addition occupants 
in the caravan park at any one time as there 
will be no additional cabins or sites in Stage 1 
(i.e. the same number of people will just have 
access to more bathrooms). The volume of 
effluent will therefore remain the same.  

As part of Stage 2, we will construct a new 
effluent disposal system. Water Corporation 
has now confirmed in writing that connection 
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9.1.2 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

to the existing town sewer network is 
possible via a private pump station. We are 
current sourcing quotes for an engineering 
consultant to prepare an application for this 
connection as part of Stage 2. If there are 
any issues identified with connecting to the 
mains sewer during the detailed planning 
stage, we will revert to developing the leach 
drain effluent disposal system onsite. As 
noted, this is all part of Stage 2.  

Pearce 
Are you expanding past 
what is there now? 

Proponent response: 
The footprint will not be expanding.  It will be 
increase in facilities and cabins 
(redevelopment rather than expansion). 

McCormick 
What are the numbers for 
increased camping sites, 
caravan bays, etc? 

Proponent response: 

Looking to do development in 2 stages. This 
application first stage just the facility.  New 
camp kitchen; redevelopment of playground 
and pool and standalone reception office.  
Six cabins, 20 new caravan sites and 7 
camping sites.  Almost a doubling in the 
caravan sites currently identified. 

 

9.1.3 Update on sale of properties 

9.1.3 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

Madacsi  

p.13 - the sale of 33 and 
35 Telegraph Road was 
omitted from Comments 
and Details. I was referring 
to the chronology of 
actions taken today which 
included the sale of Duke 
street but had not included 
the sale of the Telegraph 
Road property. 

These properties have been sold. I hadn’t 
included them in the comments. Procedurally 
I am not sure how to add them as the agenda 
has been published. I was going to add into 
an officer recommendation “Notes that the 
sale of 33 and 35 Telegraph Road has 
occurred on date XXXXXXX.” 

CEO response: 

We can make a note in the minutes. 

Madacsi  

9.1.4 Ancillary Dwellings 

• p.18 – does the wording 
under Risk Related, 

I don’t think the wording necessarily needs to 
change here. The intent of that phrase is to 
do with the new process we have started 
doing – a collaborative development one. It 
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9.1.3 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

…desire by the Elected 
Members to become more 
involved in the 
development and review of 
policies - accurately reflect 
Elected Member obligation 
under s.2.7(2)(b) of the 
Local Government Act 
1995?  

doesn’t lessen the obligation under 
s.2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 
1995. 

Madacsi  

9.1.6 Draft LPP – Use of 
Shipping Containers and 
Similar Storage Structures 

• Attached Policy - Remove: 
p.79 4(d) – no more than 
one sea container or 
similar storage structure 
will be to size greater than 
one hundred hectares 
(100ha). 

Will amend before advertising. 

Madacsi  

9.1.6 Draft LPP – Use of 
Shipping Containers and 
Similar Storage Structures 

• Attached Policy – 

Proposed amendments for 

p.3 exceptions 

o Farm dog - add: or, where 

it can demonstrated an 

additional dog is required 

because of an increase in 

stock or landholding.  

o Compassionate – New 

residents with pre-existing 

dogs provided; 

a. The dogs were registered 
at the previous locality. 

b. The dogs have no history 
of aggression.  

c. The owner has no previous 
breaches or offences 
under the Dog Act 1976 
Attached Policy – Amend 
mandatory sterilization to – 
sterilization is to be 
compliant with current 

Noted, will amend prior to advertising. 
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9.1.3 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

State legislation, or words 
to that effect. 

• There are a few grammar 

errors and word omissions 

in 4. 

Duri 

Lot 16 and 17 Wilson 
street – could they be 
amalgamated at some 
stage if someone 
purchased it? 

The block size would be too large for the R10 
zone. 

 

9.1.4 Draft Local Planning Policy - Ancillary Dwellings 

9.1.4 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

Pearce 

The citation 1.0 reads this 
policy made be as sited 
Local Planning Policy ###. 
Will the Office please 
indicate when this will be 
amended in the policy.  

Yes, this will be taken out prior to publication. 

Pearce 
Resolution does say to do 
typographical additions? 

CEO Response: 

Yes it will be part of the Officer’s 
Recommendation. 

 

9.1.5 Draft Local Planning Policy - Advertising for Planning Proposals 

9.1.5 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

Duri 
6.5 (vi)  Please advise what 
would institute a minor 
amendment? 

Generally, this would be a spelling or 
grammatical error, or to update terminology 
i.e. referencing Local Planning Scheme No. 4 
– No. 5. Anything that does not dramatically 
alter the intent of the policy. 
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9.1.5 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

Duri 

(vii) What would “adversely 
affect” owners, occupiers 
that is not portrayed in the 
policy? 

Not sure I follow your question. The clause 
states: 

Local government may decide not to advertise 
a local development plan if the local 
government is satisfied that the plan is not 
likely to adversely affect any owners or 
occupiers within the area covered by the plan 
or adjoining area.  

Therefore, it is the intent of this clause to allow 
discretion of officers to determine that the local 
government may choose not to advertise a 
local development plan – if it is our opinion that 
the plan will not adversely impact any owners 
or occupiers in or adjacent to the plan area.  

Duri 
6.6  Who would be the 
decision maker? 

This is for when the Shire is purely a referral 
agency and not the decision maker. Most 
common thing would be subdivisions. The 
Shire is not the decision maker – the WAPC 
is. 

Duri 

6.10  Would it be possible 
to have the community 
information sessions at 
least 2 weeks prior to 
advertising end.  This 
would enable community to 
process/analyse the 
proposal to put forward a 
submission 

This can be modified. However the way it is 
written is a suggestion – not concrete. If and 
when there is significant development, there 
should be a communication plan worked out in 
advance. 

Duri 

6.12 Page 68  Requests for 
changes to Public 
Notice:  Can the wording 
be changed to read:  Staff 
will ensure that council 
receives submissions after 
closure of notice periods. 

This can be modified. 
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9.1.6 Draft Local Planning Policy - Use of Shipping Containers and Similar Storage 
Structures 

9.1.6 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

Pearce 

Will the officer check pg. 79 
of the attachments pt. 3. (e) 
(f) – may be a formatting 
issue and does not follow 
from the applicant will 
provide the following 
information… 

Also 4 (d) (e) 

Formatting will be corrected. 

Hart 

Item 9.1.6 (Sea 
Containers) Policy 
Statement 3 (e) "As sea 
container and other similar 
structures may have an 
adverse effect" appears to 
be an incomplete clause in 
the context in which it 
appears. Could I have 
clarification on this, 
please? 

Should read…… 

As sea containers and other similar structures 
may have an adverse effect on the visual 
amenity of an area, their location in 
Residential or Town Centre zones will not be 
supported unless the structure is for 
temporary building site works, as described in 
Part 2 

Will amend prior to advertising. 

Madacsi 

I will seek to make an 
amendment to the use of 
one container over 100 
hectares – proposing that 
condition be removed. 

n/a 

 

9.1.7 Draft Dogs Policy 

9.1.7 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

Pearce 

Mandatory requirements 

All dogs to be sterilized. 
Would the officer please 
clarify as in the workshop, 
Councillor discussion did 

Apologies. The CEO indicated that under new 
Puppy Farming legislation there would be a 
requirement for mandatory sterilization 
coming. I think I left it in knowing it will need to 
be included at some point. Council can choose 
to remove. 
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9.1.7 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Development and 
Regulation (unless otherwise noted) 

not think this should be 
added. 

Pearce 

Pg 85 Foster care details 
provided to Council. Would 
the Officer clarify if this 
should read Shire Officer 
rather than Council?  

Yes, administration is performed by the Shire. 
Not the Council. Can amend. 

Pearce 

Please check 4th dot point 
….registers human to have 
…how could this be 
rephrased? 

Typo, will amend. 

Pearce 
Would the officer please 
clarify Point 6 where 
delegation refers to Part 8.  

Typo, will amend. 

Duri 

9.1.7  Dog Act: If a dog is 
being fostered at a home in 
Shire of Toodyay which 
means it is only a 
temporary home stay and 
may not be adopted within 
the Shire of Toodyay, is it 
necessary for the fostered 
dog to be sterilised?  Can 
you please clarify the 
reason for this? 

The clause about mandatory sterilization is in 
there as a pre-cursor to the change in 
legislation where it will formally be required. 

Madacsi 
Amendments to the table to 
be incorporated in the 
OCM. 

n/a 

 

9.2 CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

9.2.1 Disability Access and Inclusion Plan Progress Report 2021/2022 

Nil. 
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9.2.2 Community Funding Program 2022/23 

9.2.2 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion Response from Manager Corporate and 
Community Services (unless otherwise noted) 

Pearce 

Point 3 The officer’s 
resolution for CEO to 
update the LFTP to reflect 
the multi-year funding 
proposals. Would the 
officer please explain what 
this process involves? 

There is a great deal of detail that sits behind 
the financial statements of the LTFP. When 
Council agrees to ongoing commitments 
such as multi-year funding agreements, it’s 
important that this detail is captured so that 
funds are not allocated elsewhere during the 
annual budget process. 

 

9.2.3 Disposal of Syred's Cottage 

9.2.3 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion 
Response from Manager Corporate and 
Community Services (unless otherwise noted) 

Pearce 

Officers resolution Point 2  

Requests the Chief 
Executive Officer to 
commence the process to 
formally transfer ownership 
of the property. 

Would the officer please 
advise if a time frame  to 
define when to commence 
this process 
should  be  added to the 
recommendation? If so, I 
would appreciate 
assistance with an 
amendment to the 
resolution. 

CEO response: 

The reason no timeframe was included was 
because we are at the mercy of other 
departments. You could ask the CEO to 
commence the process within 3 months to 
formally transfer.  
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9.2.4 Monthly Financial Statements - May 2022 

9.2.4 QUESTION ABOUT MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Cr Susan Pearce asked the following question: 

$1,205,647.74 compared to April 2022 closing balance of $1,406,895.80. Further detail 
regarding the composition of outstanding rates is included in Attachment 1 

Currently $307,230.97 sundry debts. $124,000 is  an ADCO account 

Approx. balance of  $180,000 would officer please explain the bases for of these debts 
and is it anticipated these balances will be paid in this Fin Yr? 

Response from Finance Coordinator: 

Apologies for not attaching the detailed rates report regarding the composition of 
outstanding rates as at 31 May 2021. This was an oversight. 

At the time of the composition of May 2022 Monthly Financial Statements, the outstanding 
balance was $1,205,647.74. As of today, the outstanding rates balance is $971,458.92.  

This is because some rate payers have made some payments towards their outstanding 
rates since the last week. 

Last instalment notices were sent out on 18 May 2022. 

All ratepayers with outstanding balances will be contacted by email or letter. 

$124,980 owed by ADCO Construction Pty Ltd has been overdue for more than 90 days. 
The total outstanding amounts in the 90 days and over category is standing at 
$141,970.44. 

$307,230.97 is owed for 30 days or over and is made up of several debtors, one of which 
is the Dept of Fire and Emergency Services authority who owes $300,905.00.  

Attached herewith is both aged Sundry debtors and aged Rates trial balances which show 
the detailed reports. 

 

Attachments 

1 Aged Debtor Trial Balance by Period and Account Group as at 31 May 2022 

2 Aged Rates Trial Balance as at 31 May 2022.  

 

9.2.4 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion Response from Finance Coordinator 
(unless otherwise noted) 

Pearce 

No     12926 & 12927 
Registration $81.40 and 
$500 Honorarium – are 
these switched 

Fixed. 
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9.2.4 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion Response from Finance Coordinator 
(unless otherwise noted) 

Pearce 

No     22 Avon 
Concrete  Road 
Stabilization Race Course 
Rd 24,000 was this 
included Works budget 
2021/22 

These were emergency expenses from the 
Road maintenance budget. 

Pearce 

27 Bellingarrni Fabrication 
Lot 12 Folewood Rd SoT 
Firebreak $660. Is this a 
Shire of Toodyay property 
and is it usual to employ a 
contractor to do firebreaks 

The Shire engaged a contractor to carry out 
the works and the charges will be paid for by 
the owner of the property. 

Pearce 
66 Noongar Our Truth 
@museum $19,800. What 
did that involve?  

It is not from Shire funds and it is a 
Lotterywest Grant auspiced by the SOT. The 
Shire auspices Lotterywest funding on behalf 
of NKAC which is carrying out the project. 

Pearce 

          80 Stephen Carrick 
Heritage Advice 112 
Stirling Tc $330.  What was 
that for? 

Manager Development and Regulation: 
Heritage advice regarding heritage for a 
property development application. 

Pearce 
182 &183 Hills Concrete 18 
water tanks total $68,000 

Grant funded – part of Community Water 
Supply Project 

Pearce 

211 & 212 Cola 
Café  Community 
Engagement $552 and 
$184. What was the 
community date for 
payment 122 

Catering for ‘Let’s Talk’ community 
engagement dates 16 Feb, 6 Apr & 18 May. 

Ruthven 

No. 29 Blackwell Plumbing 
– unblocking drains on 
Connor’s Cottage. Is the 
Shire responsible for 
paying this as landlord or 
does the tenant pay that? 

I will take the question on notice. 

Response after Agenda Briefing: 

Payment for this invoice is the Shire’s 
responsibility. Due to the location of Connor’s 
Cottage, water and debris runs down the hill 
into the drains, in addition to tree roots 
interfering with the drainage system.  
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9.2.5 List of Payments - May 2022 

9.2.5 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion Response from Manager Corporate and 
Community Services (unless otherwise noted) 

Duri 

Please see adjustments to 
be made to Payments 
below: 

12926     Old Goal 
Museum         12 month 
Registration 1HEW 
473    $81.40 

Corrected 

Duri 

Please see adjustments to 
be made to Payments 
below: 

12927     Shire of 
Toodyay           Goal 
Honorariums June 
2022    $300.00 

Corrected 

Duri 

Please see adjustments to 
be made to Payments 
below: 

12928      Telstra 
Corporation     Purchase 
Library Books  $1,000.00 

Corrected 

 

9.3 EXECUTIVE SERVICES 

9.3.1 Process for Review the Shire of Toodyay Strategic Community Plan 

Nil. 

9.3.2 Correspondence - Department of Local Government, Sport & Cultural 
Industries 

9.3.2 - Questions and Points raised 

Councillor Discussion Response from CEO (unless otherwise noted) 

Pearce 

Noticed this in response to 
resolution.  Does it say that 
the time period has to be 
documented by? 

No. 

Response after Agenda Briefing: 

The resolution refers to correspondence 
received since the previous OCM. 
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9.4 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS 

Nil.  

9.5 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

9.5.1 Audit and Risk Committee Recommendations 

Nil. 

9.5.2 Museum Advisory Committee Recommendations 

Nil. 

10 MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

Nil.  

11 NOTICES OF MOTION GIVEN AT THE MEETING FOR CONSIDERATION AT 
NEXT MEETING   

Nil. 

12 QUESTIONS OF MEMBERS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

Nil.  

8 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF 
MEETING 

8.1 MEMBERS 

Nil.  

8.2 EMPLOYEES 

Nil.  

9 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS   

14.1 Toodyay Recreation Centre Management 

Nil. 

14.2 Management of Rosedale Village 

Captured in the Consultation Implications of the Officer’s Report. 

10 NEXT MEETINGS 

As per Council Meeting Agenda. 

11 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The Shire President declared the meeting closed at 1.26pm. 
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To whom it may concern, 

RE: Shire of Toodyay Community Funding Program 2022/2023 

We write in regards to the Shire of Toodyay’s Community Funding Program 2022/2023 (Item 9.2.2 on 
the June 2022 Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda) and our application for $12,000. 

Toodyay Fibre Festival Inc (“TFF”) is a 100% volunteer driven not for profit association. Each year TFF’s 
volunteers give hundreds of hours to planning and organising the typically annual Toodyay Fibre 
Festival (the “Festival”). Their efforts have seen the Festival grow each year, with more and more people 
coming to see what it has to offer. However, to continue growing the event and increase engagement 
with attendees additional funding is required above what was sought in the past. The additional funding 
being sought for the 2023 Festival will help the TFF volunteers to continue growing the successful event. 

In 2021 visitor attendance was estimated at over 8,000 people. Over the next three years the TFF 
volunteers aim to grow attendance to 20,000 people. We believe this to be a realist goal with appropriate 
support and funding given the growth other like-minded events have been able to achieve throughout 
Australia attracting over 20,000 people with visitors from interstate. 

Increasingly the Festival is seen as a must attend event and attracts people who live over 400km from 
the Shire of Toodyay. In 2021, the Festival hosted organised groups of people who hired buses to 
attend and enjoy Toodyay for the day. There is potential to further develop the Festival with people near 
and far. 

Even with the current attendance numbers the Festival has a significant economic impact on the 
community, in particular the businesses along Stirling Terrace. We received the following feedback from 
a Toodyay local business owner after the 2021 Festival. We have also attached additional letters of 
support from Toodyay local business. 

“It was a fantastic day, great vibe coming from the street and all the lovely people that came into my 
shop were raving about the day. Well done to all the organisers.” – Blue Moon Crystals 

Growth of attendance from 8,000 to 20,000 will result in additional positive economic impacts on the 
community. The TFF’s volunteers have always worked to support local businesses by ensuring a 
balance between the local established businesses and the festival sellers.  

Each year the TFF directly returns more than $5,000 to local community groups (though contributions 
and donations for assistance with running the Festival and venue hires), local businesses (payments 
for services and products), and local people (payments for entertainment). 

Over the years the base cost of running the Festival (insurance, first aid, waste management, road 
closure management, etc) has increased to nearly $8,000. These costs are covered by grants from 
other organisations (not the Shire) or other fundraising efforts by the TFF’s volunteers. 

As in previous years the TFF has sought grants to cover certain costs for the 2023 Festival, including 
fibre and textile art installations which serve as a unique attraction to the Festival and increase 
marketing opportunities. 

For the 2023 Festival, the TFF sought a total of $12,000 from the Shire. The Shire’s contribution would 
fund: 

• advertising and marketing (print publications, other printed materials, online, and social media)
• live music and entertainment by local performers;
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• interactive animal attractions and demonstrations.

In return the TFF would ensure the Shire’s logo is prominently displayed on promotional material as a 
major sponsor, acknowledgement in media releases and at the official opening of the Festival, and to 
display banners in prominent locations during the Festival. 

This funding from the Shire is key to helping grow the Festival over the next three years and ensure a 
continued positive economic impact on the area. 

We respectfully ask that the Shire provide a $12,000 grant to the TFF for the 2023 Festival as part of 
the Community Funding Program. 

Regards, 

All The Dedicated Volunteers 
Toodyay Fibre Festival Inc. 
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Toodyay Fibre Festival

From: Larissa Taylor 
 17 June 2022 12:15 PM

To: Toodyay Fibre Festival
Subject: *** My Business Dependence on the annual Toodyay Fibre Festival in Toodyay ***

Importance: High

Hello,  

My name is  Larissa Taylor, and I run a local Toodyay business known as “Avon Valley Gifts”.  We are situated in the 
Old Fire Station, at 107 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay. 

I’ve been in business in Toodyay sine 2008, almost fifteen years, and I can say without doubt that my business would 
not have survived as long as it has, without the regular local Festivals and events held each year, and most 
importantly without the Toodyay Fibre Festival. 

As a small business, in a country location, relying on tourism and local custom, and situated in a region that is highly 
susceptible to ongoing erratic weather conditions, I can say that without the regular festivals and events which are 
held each year, we would just not be able to meet expenses, and earn income as well, hence we would not exist.   

My current business location within the main street of Toodyay, Stirling Terrace, but situated at the “quieter” end of 
town ‐ no longer located in the “hub” of the street which is surrounded by many food and drink venues, and other 
attractive stores ‐ makes it more difficult to attract customers.  However with festivals in general, and with the 
Toodyay Fibre Festival being held across the entire length of the main street, and being an entire day of activities 
and attractions held throughout the length of the main street, this affords my business much higher opportunities of 
attracting custom, and interest, and awareness of my business’ goods and services. 

Last year’s 2021 Toodyay Fibre Festival, at that point in time, was my highest earning Festival for shop takings ever, 
even surpassing takings from that year’s Moondyne Festival.  The Moondyne Festival is usually the biggest and best 
festival of the year, however, for my business, the 2021 Toodyay Fibre Festival was THE BEST FESTIVAL that 
year.  The organisers of last year’s Festival did a fantastic job, and I commend them, and I must say it was extremely 
disappointing not to have the Fibre Festival held in June this year, in 2022, but it is understandable considering the 
pandemic and circumstances involved. 

In any case, to give you an idea of how beneficial the Toodyay Fibre Festival is, the takings in one day were 
equivalent to three whole weekends of usual takings, so the equivalent of 6 (weekend) days – and weekends are our 
best trading days – so the equivalent to a really good week’s worth of earnings, but taken in just one day. 

Without these festivals and events, such as the Toodyay Fibre Festival, it is much more difficult to weather the 
“quiet” times without custom.  We lose custom due to seasonal reasons, erratic weather conditions, pandemic 
border closures, power outages, illness, and so on.  We DEPEND UPON our local festivals to “see us through” the 
quiet periods, allowing us to still pay our regular main expenses like rent, power, insurances, etc., and allowing us to 
“last” until regular conditions and custom resumes. 

Apart from the money‐side‐of‐things, these events are a fantastic way of advertising and marketing our business to 
the wider community, and to visitors and tourists.  It’s a chance to exhibit our whole town, as well as our own 
business, and our wonderful community spirit, showing all to those who may not know how great Toodyay is, and 
what is on offer here, at least not until they’ve actually attended a festival and experienced town attractions and 
the  “pulse” of our community. 

Redacted
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The Toodyay Fibre Festival also affords my business the opportunity of “sub‐letting” the veranda/tunnel adjacent to 
my leased building.  This allows a local quiltmaker and her husband, from Wooraloo, to showcase their wares, her 
quilting and sewing and his stationery, so that we all benefit from each‐other’s customers’, whilst they are sheltered 
weather‐wise from rain or heat.  So it promotes a genial liaison between business operators, and between in‐town 
and out‐of‐town community members as well. 

Previously my own mother, Moira, has displayed her crocheting and knitting endeavours, called “Moiseys Goodies”, 
under the “tunnel” in the Old Fire Station, at the Toodyay Fibre Festival.  She has come up on the train, and stayed 
for the entire long weekend, whilst exhibiting her creations at the Toodyay Fibre Festival and earning some pocket 
money towards her pension.  She absolutely LOVES it, and it helps keep her active and engaged with others (and 
uses the local train service to boot).   

This endeavour enables us to entertain Moira, with trips into town, and visiting surrounding facilities, attending 
various eateries, cafes, other stores, and having other experiences, and thus becomes a “long weekend” visit, much 
more than a “day‐trip” for just the Festival itself, so becomes a “weekender” of earnings for community businesses. 

I would suggest that many other visitors do this too, that they come not JUST for the day of the Fibre Festival, but 
they come to either overnight, or stay for the entire long weekend, which generates much more income and 
engagement in the local community, than just the one day of the Fibre Festival. 

I cannot recommend highly enough the benefits of the Toodyay Fibre Festival for my small business, let alone the 
myriad of other small businesses in and out of town, and I’m certain if you canvas other small businesses in the 
Toodyay community you will get many more positive commendations. 

THANK YOU to the powers that be, who do, and are, and who organise the Toodyay Fibre Festival, as my small 
business Avon Valley Gifts Toodyay, is very grateful. 

I would like to reiterate that we are very happy to donate goods in the form of gift baskets, for prizes, trophies, 
raffles, and other fundraising endeavours, to assist with this fantastic event, the Toodyay Fibre Festival, being held 
each year. 

Thank you for your time, and for allowing me to express my opinion. 

Best Regards, 

Larissa 

Mrs L.C. Taylor 
Director 
Avon Valley Gifts 
The Old Fire Station 
PO Box 1502 
107 Stirling Terrace 
Toodyay  WA  6566 

@AvonValleyGifts Toodyay, Facebook & Instagram 

Redacted
Redacted
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Toodyay Fibre Festival

From: WearArt 
Sent: Saturday, 18 June 2022 12:42 PM
To: Toodyay Fibre Festival
Subject: Fibre Festival

To Whom it May Concern 

I am the designer and owner of WearArt in the Main Street of Toodyay. I also have an outlet in Broome and dress 
and support “Kimberly Girl”. 

The commercial impact on my business of the fibre festival has been extremely positive. Probably due to its content 
it provides for my business one of it’s most productive days of the year. 

As this festival has a strong attraction for women, who spend to a much higher percentage than men, I urge Toodyay 
Shire Council to support this festival with as much funding as possible. 
It has been my experience that groups of women come up to this festival and spend the weekend. The on flow of 
this in accommodation, meals, drinks and shopping far exceeds other events in Toodyay. 

With good programming (e.g. indigenous textile and fashion, an award, prizes and further exhibition entries to 
eastern states counterparts) this festival, with the right funding support from the council, could become a very high 
profile event for the town and even Western Australua as a state. 

I urge the council to consider a funding grant to the Fibre Festival reflecting not only for what it brings to our town, 
but what it can be in the future with their proactive financial support. 

Your sincerely  
Ruth Roberts  

WearArt ‐ Ruth Roberts 
19 Dampier Tce, Broome WA. 6725 
122 Stirling Tce, Toodyay. WA. 6566 

 
 

www.wearart.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/WearArt‐Made‐With‐Love‐Joy‐Broome‐536282056716967/ 

Redacted

Redacted
RedacteRedacted
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Toodyay Fibre Festival

From: Sean Byron 
Sent: Sunday, 19 June 2022 8:20 PM
To: Toodyay Fibre Festival
Cc: Toodyay Fibre Festival
Subject: Letter of support for festival

  Dear Shire of Toodyay and Fibre Festival committee  

 I was asked to provide a letter of support and my feelings towards the festival and to help support extra funding 
needed. 
I would like to say that as a Business owner I feel that The fibre festival and Moodine are two important events of 
the year and bring in a large number of people that help Toodyay grow and survive in many ways.  
The benefits are seen in many levels as listed below. The main thing about any festival is it must be done at the 
highest level and that level of success is the direct outcome of the year to follow in the success of the same festival, 
to achieve this funding is the most important star to the outcome and ongoing years. 
I have spoken to many main street Business owners and 85% of them have a direct benefit on the day 
monetary wise and the added turnover is far above the input from the shire and that is a win that can be appointed 
to the charges in shire rates and any inflation in the year to follow. 
From saying this I don't think that anyone in the main street can say anything negative about shire funds going to 
support this event with direct benefit to them. 

Benefits from events to Toodyay in the form of and can be measured in 
1. Direct on the Day
2. Indirect for future visits
3. Indirect for growth in Toodyay House sales
4. Ongoing for sustainability of Toodyay's future
5. Personal wellbeing of people as committee members

1    Direct on the day dollar value to business can be anywhere between $40,000.00 and $75,000.00 not including 
stall holders from Perth. 
2    Indirect visitors to Toodyay return trips to have a good look around and visit unseen sites of interest and stay 
away as treats or girls weekend away. 
     This could be anywhere from $50,000.00 upwards   
3   Indirect growth to people living in Toodyay. This is seen many times from people who make the tree change to 
toodyay and this has been seen with Covid and this is the point that extra land is  
     made converted to new housing area and the Shire gets it Direct return with extra Council rates and we know this 
is needed to keep toodyay to the point we can be on the everyone wins road. 
4  Ongoing Sustainability of Toodyay's future. This is one of the areas that needs to be approached in many ways and 
can only be done like this in many small areas that work together to achieve the                  outcome we all need as a 
town in an ever changing world. This is not an item that can have a price attached to it as it's about survival of 
change in Australia and about people. 
5   Personal wellbeing of people and Mental health. This is the area that is very important and using my many years 
of knowledge of people in Toodyay both working or retired it is about having a group of             people with a goal 
and the support network that is generated by people and it is attached to points 3 and 4. This is about people and 
has no dollar value attached. In my opinion it is priceless to achieve a       full and interesting life with the benefit to 
keep the body and mind active. 

The main point of this is if the event is not done to the best it can and to do that it needs the key things of Food, 
Toilets and diversity and interest that is not seen everyday it will not be as successful in the following year and with 
committees being one of the hardest things to get people interested in it needs to be easy to achieve all the keys 
points and an investment of extra funding this is a the best investment into Toodyay that the shire can achieve with 
a massive roll on effect. 

Redacted
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There are 2 main festivals held in Toodyay and out of the 2 the fibre festival has a better sales figure of double that 
of the other May event and this has been so from the second year of the event. 

Please also note that I know funding is not just from one source and that the shire is also at a point that it has only 
limited funding so this needs to be accepted by all as factors to the request. 

Best wishes, 
Sean Byron 

     
M    

m     
 m  

 | www.christmas360.com.au Redacted
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Australian Rugmakers Group 
https://www.rughookingaustralia.com.au/ 

17th June, 2022 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

The Australian Rugmakers Guild would like to offer support for the submission of the Toodyay Fibre 
Festival in their request for funding to hold the Festival again in 2023. 

As a committee member of Australian Rugmakers Guild I have personally been involved in the 
Toodyay Fibre Festival in 2017, 2018, 2019 & 2021. With our activities based in the CWA Hall it has 
been interesting to see the community of Toodyay connecting with the broader textile community 
and the increasing number of visitors each year. 

The Western Australian Fibre & Textile Assn Inc. (WAFTA) have also had a presence in the CWA Hall 
in 2019 & 2021 and were impressed by the volume of locals attending and loving the opportunity to 
interact with textile artists from all over WA. One of the aims of WAFTA is to engage with regional 
fibre and textile artists and in 2021 WAFTA members were able to engage with people from all over 
WA who had travelled to Toodyay for the Fibre Festival. 

In 2021 there was a great deal of feedback on the day from visitors regarding the new textile art 
installations the Toodyay Fibre Festival Committee had organised, particularly the giant Fibre Fairy 
wings, a masterpiece of crochet which I believe was a collaboration between two artists, some 
visitors had attended just to see the installation. The textile blocks installation spelling out TOODYAY 
FIBRE FESTIVAL were also a great talking point and had involved many members of the rughooking 
community from WA including myself collaborating with the Toodyay Fibre Festival Committee to 
create the installation which was used by the committee in advertising in the lead up to the 2021 
festival and will be used for many festivals to come. 

It is also very positive to see a project focused on community engagement that encourages young 
people and the time and effort taken by the Committee to provide activities for all ages and abilities 
at the Festival. 

We hope the Shire Council will see the merit in this project and offer it the funding requested.  Each 
year when we attend, we promote not only the Toodyay Fibre Festival but also the Town of Toodyay 
in our networking and on social media. 

Kind regards 

Josephine Franco – Editor, Australian Rugmakers Group 
Email:  rughookingaustralia@gmail.com 

       https://www.rughookingaustralia.com.au/blog/ 
Past Chair, Western Australian Fibre & Textile Assn. Inc. (WAFTA) 
https://www.wafta.com.au/ 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING ATTACHMENTS - MINUTES 22 JUNE 2022 

 

Item 6.4.1 - Attachment 1 Page 31 

 

HELEN SHANKS 
 
 

19th June 2022 
Toodyay Fibre Festival 
Executive Committee 

Via Email: info@toodyayfibrefestival.com 

Dear Committee 

I am keen to write and show my strong support and enthusiasm for the Toodyay 
Fibre Festival (TFF) and its application for funds from the Shire of Toodyay 
community grants scheme. I’m well aware that a number of organisations are 
bidding for funding to support their activities, including the TFF, and that a careful 
decision on how to distribute funds is required.   

Toodyay is well known for its wonderful festivals, events and activities; all of which 
attract visitors to our town, and create enjoyment and economic benefit for local 
business.  In addition, I believe, the TFF has a particular niche connected to the 
Toodyay area that provides further significant opportunity to local small and home 
based business in the Toodyay region.  These being locals that support and invest in 
fleece animals (and their husbandry); fleece fashion (an area of growth); natural 
crafting (highlighting the many locals crafting wood, fleece, plants, metal jewellery, 
recycled materials etc); fleece craft (spinning, knitting, felting, weaving etc) and the 
very important transfer and teaching of these old craft skills.  This is an area of ‘lost 
art’ that is now very popular and in demand by new generations.    

The TFF, and in particular the local crafts people and stallholders, also have an 
opportunity to sell and offer these crafts and transferring of skills throughout the 
entire year, therefore bringing continued visitors to town, outside of just being a 
one-day festival.  A particular enjoyment to me is the way the TFF seeks to ensure 
authenticity to the festival theme with its activities and all its stalls.  

I would love to see the TFF in a situation to be able to cover the basic compliance 
and relevant costs of managing the festival.  It brings so much to our town.   

Helen J Shanks 

Kind regards 
Helen Shanks 

Redacted
Redacted
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