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Shire of Toodyay 

MUSEUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
25 JUNE 2020 

MINUTES 

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS

B Frayne, Chairperson, declared the meeting open at 4.02pm.

2. RECORDS OF ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES

2.1 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE

Members 

B Frayne  Community Member (Chair) 

Cr Pearce Council Member 

B Keens  Community Member 

Staff 

Mrs C Luangala Manager Corporate & Community Services 

Mrs M Ross Economic Development Coordinator 

Mrs M Eberle Museum Curator / Cultural Heritage Officer 

Mrs M Rebane Executive Assistant 

Visitors 

Nil 

2.2 APOLOGIES 

J Edgecombe Community Member 

3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interest.

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

4.1 Museum Advisory Committee Meeting held on 27 February 2020

Cr Pearce moved the Officer’s Recommendation as follows: 

That the Unconfirmed Minutes of the Museum Advisory 
Committee Meeting held on 27 February 2020 be confirmed. 

Clarification was sought. 

The motion was put. 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION/MAC RES NO. 04/06/20 

MOVED Cr Pearce 

That the Unconfirmed Minutes of the Museum Advisory Committee Meeting 
held on 27 February 2020 be confirmed. 

MOTION CARRIED 3/0 
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5. INFORMATION ADDITIONAL TO THE AGENDA 

5.1 Review of the Audit Committee Status Report 

The Status Report within the Agenda was compared with the one that 
was in the 27 February 2020 minutes. 

MOTION/MAC RES NO. 05/06/20 

MOVED Cr Pearce  SECONDED B Keens 

That the Museum Advisory Committee recommend to Council the following: 

That Council authorise the CEO to advertise on the Shire’s website 
expression of interest for community members to become a part of the 
Museum Advisory Committee.  

MOTION CARRIED 3/0 

 
6. BUSINESS LEFT OVER FROM PREVIOUS MEETING (if adjourned) 

Nil. 

7. REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

7.1 Current activities – Shire Museum and its collections 

Date of Report: 9 June 2020 

File Reference: COC4 

Author: M Eberle – Museum Curator, Cultural Heritage Officer 

Responsible Officer: M Ross – Economic Development Officer 

Attachments: Nil  

 

PURPOSE 

To provide information on current activities involving the Shire museums and its 
collections. 

BACKGROUND 

This update follows on from a verbal report presented at the Museum Advisory 
Committee meeting in February 2020.  

OFFICER COMMENT 

This report is on current activities – no further actions are recommended 

Collections 

• Transcriptions    

o New Norcia Police Occurrence Book 1878 – transcription ongoing 
of police activities when New Norcia was a part of the Toodyay Road 
Board district.  Continued until volunteer activity ceased at the site 
in late March 2020.  

• Accessioning of a group of smaller items (which have been stored for a 
long time with the museum collections, but not included in the current 
database) has commenced after a review of their suitability for inclusion in 
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the collection.  The difficulty has been the lack of information about the 
history of these items, but we have erred on the side of caution and for the 
most part have decided to formally include them as a part of the museum 
collection.  See attached list. 

• High resolution photography of museum artefacts (most of which are 
currently off display due to the Newcastle Gaol restoration) continued until 
volunteers ceased work at the site in late March 2020. 

• Maps and plans from the museum collection which were suitable for 
handling were scanned using the new plotter/scanner/printer at the Shire 
Administrative office. 

• After an inspection at the museum workshop by Senior Constable Greg 
Kingston of the Licensing Compliance Unit in March 2020 we were 
informed that, under current regulations, the firearms in the museum 
collection are subject to changed storage and display conditions.   

This affects the six historic cap action firearms dating from the nineteenth 
century that are currently listed on the Shire’s general gun license.  (A few 
years ago, the Shire was obliged to transfer these firearms to the general 
license because, as a local government authority, it was no longer allowed 
to hold a Collectors License.)   

While the historic firearms have been appropriately deactivated this is now 
required to be permanent by pouring lead down the barrels, which will 
drastically reduce the firearms’ historical integrity and value. However, if 
this is not done, they cannot be placed on display, nor can they be stored 
with the museum collection.   

Comment invited from Museum Advisory Committee members on this 
matter about appropriate way of moving forward.    

On site Newcastle Gaol precinct 

• 1907 lockup, Wicklow Shearing Shed & Newcastle Police Stables closed 
to public visitation between 22 March and 5 June per WA Government 
directive. 

• White ant infestation was discovered in one pine built-in display case in 
one of the front rooms of the Newcastle Gaol.  This happened over several 
weeks during the site shutdown and has now been treated. 

• Restoration project:  painting of interior walls of front wing (warder’s 
quarters) and side wing (prisoner’s day room & kitchen) commenced 
towards the end of May 2020, after the site had been shut down in late 
March.  Heritage advisor consulted in regard to appropriate paints, colours 
and fillers. 

• On Saturday 6th June, the cell wing of the gaol was re-opened (with Covid-
19 safety plan in place), along with the Newcastle Police Stables and 
Wicklow Shearing Shed for public visitation.  Public advised displays in the 
cells were a “work in progress”, as the larger museum items were still in 
storage in the container on the opposite side of the road.  Because the 
remainder of the site is being painted during the weekdays (and is still 
empty of furniture and artefacts), public access can only be accommodated 
at weekends 
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Connor’s Mill 

• Public visitation to site ceased between 22 March and 5 June per WA 
Government directive.  Mill re-opened (with Covid-19 safety plan in place) 
on Saturday 6th June when the WA Government’s Stage 3 Roadmap to 
Recovery strategy was launched.  

Promotion 

• Articles about the museum, activities and heritage subjects are included in 
the monthly Shire newsletter. 

• The Toodyay Herald continues to publish photographs from the Shire 
Collection on page 4 

• The Toodyay Museums Facebook group continues to promote the 
activities of the museum to those who have joined.  During the height of 
the lockdown at both museum sites (end of March to beginning of May) 
two posts per day were made to assure the public that important work on 
caring for the museums and their collections were continuing behind the 
scenes.  

• The toodyaymuseum Instagram page continues to post photos about our 
two museum sites.  Daily posts were made during the height of the 
lockdown at both museum sites  

• Proposed ABC Midwest interview with Samille Mitchell about Connor’s Mill 
150th anniversary year on 25th March was cancelled due to pandemic. 

• Time-lapse images recorded during the re-shingling of the Newcastle Gaol 
were compiled into two videos and posted on the Shire websites for 
viewing in Mary.  

Community engagement 

• Volunteer project to recover and sell old shingles is ongoing.   

Displays 

• After access to gaol site resumed (following conclusion of restoration 
portion of project managed by CLPM) work to reinstall updated displays in 
cell wing –  including Moondyne Joe, Dorizzi memorial cell, growing up in 
Toodyay, textiles & trades – was undertaken. 

• Three separate online exhibitions have been launched on the Shire 
websites, based on research undertaken for major temporary exhibitions 
held in the past few years and the Newcastle Gaol Museum.  Two were 
launched in April, titled “Not Just Barefoot and Pregnant… but much, much 
more!” and “Remembering Them” in time for ANZAC day.  In May a third 
exhibition titled “Hurting and Healing – health care in Toodyay” was 
launched. 

Public programs / public engagement 

• Connor’s Mill 150th anniversary year program of events suspended until 
further notice.  Only the February launch event went ahead. Slide shows 
about some of the various eras of Connor’s Mill’s history have been 
produced and uploaded to Shire websites (flour milling & power 
generation) and played on a screen pointing out the front window of the 
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mill for passers-by to view.  Acknowledgement to Beth Frayne for her work 
in this area. 

• All tour bookings for the mill and gaol sites suspended until further notice 

• Collaborated with Paul Morgan Designs and The Bookshed to supply 
historical photos from the museum collection for the Alma Beard Medical 
Centre’s reception fit-out honouring Toodyay’s history. 

Educational material 

• Five binders of hard copies of our online lessons (specially developed for 
schools to use and specifically relating to our museum sites) were left at 
Toodyay District High School in March 2020 for teachers to read in their 
staff room. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the Museum Advisory Committee receive the Museum update report on 
Current Activities – Shire Museum and its Collections. 

M Eberle provided an overview in relation to the above report. 

Cr Pearce moved a motion as follows:  

That advice is sought from the Western Australian Museum about what 
the correct manner is to store or display historical guns owned by the 
local government authority. 

B Keens moved an amendment to the motion as follows: 

That the words “Merredin Military Museum and the Nungarin Military 
Museum” be inserted after the words “Western Australian Museum”  

The amendment was lost for want of a seconder. 

B Frayne seconded the motion.  

The motion was put.  

MOTION/MAC RES NO. 06/06/20 

MOVED Cr Pearce  SECONDED B Frayne 

That advice is sought from the Western Australian Museum about what the 
correct manner is to store or display historical guns owned by the local 
government authority. 

MOTION CARRIED 3/0 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION/MAC RES NO. 07/06/20 

MOVED B Keens  SECONDED Cr Pearce 

That the Museum Advisory Committee receive the Museum update report on 
Current Activities – Shire Museum and its Collections. 

MOTION CARRIED 3/0 
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7.2 Unaccessioned material – June 2020 

Date of Report: 9 June 2020 

File Reference: COC2 

Author: M Eberle – Museum Curator, Cultural Heritage Officer  

Responsible Officer: M Ross – Economic Development Officer 

Attachments: List of items proposed for accessioning June 2020 

 

PURPOSE 

To consider for inclusion in the Museums’ Collection a group of smaller items 
which have been stored for a long time with the documented museum collection. 

BACKGROUND 

Following the audit of the museum collection in 2019 a collection of items were 
identified that were being stored with the museum collection but had not been 
included on the current museum database. 

OFFICER COMMENT 

All of these items (including photographs, coins and memorabilia) are in a stable 
condition, are small in size and were assessed for historical interest.  The difficulty 
has been the lack of information about the history of these items, but I have erred 
on the side of caution and for the most part have decided to formally include them 
as a part of the museum collection.  

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

The Museum Advisory Committee recommends to Council the following: 

That Council authorise the CEO to accession as part of the museum 
collection a group of 200 smaller items in stable condition which have been 
assessed as having some historical interest and have been stored for a 
number of years with documented collection artefacts. 

Clarification was sought. 

Cr Pearce moved the Officer’s Recommendation.  

B Keens seconded the motion.  

The motion was put.  

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION/MAC RES NO. 08/06/20 

MOVED Cr Pearce  SECONDED B Keens 

The Museum Advisory Committee recommends to Council the following: 

That Council authorise the CEO to accession as part of the museum collection 
a group of 200 smaller items in stable condition which have been assessed as 
having some historical interest and have been stored for a number of years with 
documented collection artefacts. 

MOTION CARRIED 3/0 
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8. NOTICE OF BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING 

MOTION/MAC RES NO. 09/06/20 

MOVED B Keens  SECONDED Cr Pearce 

That business for the next meeting be in respect to whether it is possible to 
produce shingles that can be painted to put on a Christmas tree.  Further, a 
Christmas tree could be made of shingles, subject to funding being in the Council 
Budget. 

MOTION CARRIED 3/0 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE 

Nil 

10. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Museum Advisory Committee is scheduled to be 
held on 24 September 2020 commencing at 4.00pm. 

11. CLOSURE OF MEETING 

B Frayne, Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 5.01pm. 



 

 

 



Administration Centre T: 9574 9300 
15 Fiennes Street (PO Box 96) F: 9574 2158 

TOODYAY WA 6566 E: records@toodyay.wa.gov.au

Attachments to Minutes 
Museum Advisory Committee Thursday 25 June 2020 

INFORMATION ADDITIONAL TO THE AGENDA 

5.3 Updated Museum Advisory Committee Status Report 1 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

8.1 Current activities – Shire Museum and its collections 

No attachments 

8.2 Unaccessioned material – June 2020 5 

Attachment 1 – List of items proposed for accessioning June 2020 5 
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MAC STATUS REPORT 

Museum Advisory Committee 
Supporting Officer 

Manager Corporate & Community Services

Meeting Date Purpose Resolution 
Target 

date for 
completion 

Actioned 
by 

Completion 
Date 

Meeting Commentary 

25/06/2020 Confirmation of Minutes 

That the Unconfirmed Minutes of the 
Museum Advisory Committee Meeting 
held on 27 February 2020 be 
confirmed. 

25/06/2020 Committee 25/06/2020 
Minutes signed off by Presiding Member 
and will be uploaded to the Website and 
Councillor Hub ASAP by the Shire Admin. 

25/06/2020 

Item 5.1 (from Minutes of 
25 June 2020) Review of 
the Audit Committee 
Status Report 

The Status Report within 
the Agenda was 
compared with the one 
that was in the 
27 February 2020 
minutes. 

Item 8.1 (from 27 Feb 
2020 Minutes) - 
Advertising for new 
members of the MAC 

That the Museum Advisory Committee 
recommend to Council the following: 

That Council authorise the CEO to 
advertise on the Shire’s website 
expression of interest for community 
members to become a part of the 
Museum Advisory Committee.  

15/07/2020 Admin 

Cr Pearce & MCCS advised the Council 
deferred the Council decision to get more 
members on the committee.  B Keens 
asked whether a new Community Member 
would be advertised through social media in 
the meantime.  Resolution made in respect 
to this as this Committee does not have 
delegated authority.  

The Committee has no delegated authority 
to instruct staff attending the meeting.  CEO 
to determine whether this recommendation 
requires Council authority or not. 

25/06/2020 

Item 7.1 (from Minutes of 
25 June 2020) Current 
Activities – Shire 
Museum and its 
collections. Question 

That advice is sought from the 
Western Australian Museum about 
what the correct manner is to store or 
display historical guns owned by the 

30/06/2020 Admin 

1



MAC STATUS REPORT 

Museum Advisory Committee 
Supporting Officers 

MCD/MC-CHO

1 | P a g e

Location: W:\CEOSEC\Agendas & Minutes - Committees\04 Museum Advisory Committee (COC4)\01 Status Report (MAC)\Current MAC Status Report.doc   
Modified:  30/06/2020 4:20 PM 

Meeting Date Purpose Resolution 
Target 

date for 
completion 

Actioned 
by 

Completion 
Date 

Meeting Commentary 

asked by M Eberle about 
the guns being held by 
the Museum in light of 
advice received from 
Toodyay Police. 

local government authority. 

That the Museum Advisory 
Committee receive the Museum 
update report on Current Activities – 
Shire Museum and its Collections. 

25/06/2020 

Item 7.2 (from Minutes of 
25 June 2020) 
Unaccessioned Material 
– June 2020

The Museum Advisory Committee 
recommends to Council the following: 

That Council authorise the CEO to 
accession as part of the museum 
collection a group of 200 smaller items 
in stable condition which have been 
assessed as having some historical 
interest and have been stored for a 
number of years with documented 
collection artefacts.    

ASAP M Eberle 

** Note: the CEO and Margie are able to do 
this through delegated authority.  Therefore, 
a recommendation will not be being made 
to Council. 

25/06/2020 

Item 8 – Notice of 
Business for the next 
meeting (in the Minutes 
of 25 June 2020)  

That business for the next meeting be 
in respect to whether it is possible to 
produce shingles that can be painted 
to put on a Christmas tree.  Further, a 
Christmas tree could be made of 
shingles, subject to funding being in 
the Council Budget. 

Next 
Meeting 

MCCS / 
M. Eberle /
M Ross

B Keens – discussion with volunteers 
producing shingles that can be painted to 
put on a Christmas tree.  Further, a 
Christmas Tree could be made of shingles, 
subject to funding being in the Council 
Budget.  

The idea was to bring in community, school 
children, etc to do that.   The resolution 

2



MAC STATUS REPORT 

Museum Advisory Committee 
Supporting Officers 

MCD/MC-CHO

2 | P a g e

Location: W:\CEOSEC\Agendas & Minutes - Committees\04 Museum Advisory Committee (COC4)\01 Status Report (MAC)\Current MAC Status Report.doc   
Modified:  30/06/2020 4:20 PM 

Meeting Date Purpose Resolution 
Target 

date for 
completion 

Actioned 
by 

Completion 
Date 

Meeting Commentary 

made in the minutes: 

That business for the next meeting be in 
respect to whether it is possible to produce 
shingles that can be painted to put on a 
Christmas tree.  Further, a Christmas tree 
could be made of shingles, subject to 
funding being in the Council Budget. 

25.06.2020 
Item 7.4 (from 27 Feb 
2020 Minutes) Old Gaol 
Roof Restoration 

No resolution made 
Next 
Meeting 

MCCS / 
M. Eberle /
M Ross

A. Bell to discuss the fire risk of the old
Gaol at the next Museum project meeting.
Grounds needs clearing, can roof sprinklers
be installed to reduce risk and protect the
building. *9/5/19 MCD issues raised with
Heritage Advisor. To be discussed at
building approval stage. *27/2/20 To be
discussed with Fire Brigades.    MCCS to
follow up and report.

17 Aug 2017 

8.3 Strategic Planning, 
review of Policy 0.3 
Museum Interpretation 
and Exhibition 

Recommends that Council endorses 
the update of Policy O.3 Museum 
Interpretation and Exhibition; and 

Notes that an extensive review of 
policies is underway and the policy 
may not be considered immediately. 
(07/05/17) 

ASAP Council 
December 
2019 

December 2019 OCM: 
Res No. 314/12/19 for Policy 0.3 Museum 
Interpretation and Exhibition Policy 
Res No. 314/12/19 for Policy 0.4 – Museum 
Collection and Conservation Management 

3
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Museum Advisory Committee 
Supporting Officers 

MCD/MC-CHO 
 

 

3 | P a g e  

 
Location: W:\CEOSEC\Agendas & Minutes - Committees\04 Museum Advisory Committee (COC4)\01 Status Report (MAC)\Current MAC Status Report.doc   
Modified:  30/06/2020 4:20 PM 
   

Meeting Date Purpose Resolution 
Target 

date for 
completion 

Actioned 
by 

Completion 
Date 

Meeting Commentary 

15 Feb 2018 
6.3 Museum Strategy 
2018-2022 

That Council endorse the Shire of 
Toodyay Museum Strategy 2018-
2022 at the March 2018 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. 

ASAP Council  June 2018 RES NO 105/06/18   

18 Aug 2018 
Item 4.3.2 (from 27 Feb 
2020 Minutes) 
Commemorative Plaque 

This has been installed. There is no 
further action required to be taken. 

ASAP Council  2019 Complete 
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Items that have been stored with the museum artefacts in the museum workshop, proposed for 

formal accession into the museum collection in June 2020 
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