
Site Information
Other Names -
Previous MHI No. 75
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 6091 Toodyay Road
Locality Toodyay
Landgate PIN 12357439
Land Information Lot 3607 Vol/Folio 2990/455

Plan P415306 Reserve -
GPS 31°35'04"S 116°28'27"E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12150
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
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Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use FARMING\PASTORAL: Homestead
Current Use FARMING\PASTORAL: Homestead
Other Use FARMING\PASTORAL: Farm\Vineyard
Construction Details
Construction Date c.1900
Builder Henry Hasell
Walls Masonry: Brick; Mudbrick
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron
Condition Good
Style Federation Bungalow
Physical Description
The key farm is a Victorian single-storey residence with a mudbrick ruin in an extensive farmland 
surrounding it.
The house is accessed by a long entry road from Toodyay Road, lined with eucalypt trees. The home 
features a sparse garden in largely natural bushland surrounded by prickly pears and other succulents. A 
large clearing to the west of the residence forms part of the farm, and a series of dirt paths throughout the 
site create a natural flow through the site. The setting and approach create a picturesque setting.
The house has a complex hipped and gabled corrugated steel roof form, with two gable wings to the east 
and south that act as feature gables, and is equipped with decorative timbering and finials. The house has 
a return verandah with square chamfered timber posts, decorative timber brackets, and reinstated timber 
floors. The main elevations to the dwelling, the east and south, contain an array of timber framed windows, 
mostly double hung, with rendered brick surrounds. There are entry doors to each side, each decorated 
with highlight and sidelight windows. The entry door is a glazed panel door with thee panes and a central 
door knob.
There is a skillion-roofed lean-to area to the side. A recent extension of rendered and scored brick 
construction gives the appearance of ashlar stone. This extension also includes a low-hipped metal roof. 
Burnt-out and derelict mudbrick, brick and stone building is to the rear (west) of the building, the openings 
are present with frames burned. An additionally burned mudbrick outhouse at the northwest of the building 
with low-lying walls and chimney remnants is still evident.
Authenticity High
Integrity High
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Date of Survey 05/12/2024
Historical Information
In June 1895 Key Farm was let by Mrs Riseley and then a Mrs Riseley placed Key Farm for sale. At the 
date of the listing the house was described as 'Key Farm for sale, with a 4-room cottage.
In 1899 A. N. Piesse purchased the farm and the following year became the Resident Magistrate in 
Toodyay. In 1902, when the Resident Magistrate post was abolished, he retired to develop his vineyards. In 
1928 the farm was acquired by the Mrs M.G. Gadsdon acquired Key Farm from the Piesse family and ran a 
guesthouse until 1966..
Site bushfire has about 20-30 years prior has destroyed other remnants of the property.
Painting has occurred since 2012. and there has been a change of ownership in 2023. The former property 
was owned by an artist. 
There are no longer any vines evident on site.
Historic Themes DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Settlements

OCCUPATIONS: Grazing, pastoralism and dairying
OCCUPATIONS: Hospitality industry and tourism
SOCIAL AND CIVIC ACTIVITIES: Law and order

Associations A. N. Piesse
Henry Hasell

Sources Erickson, R and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Chitty, Ian D. Toodyay: a survey of historical buildings / a study for Toodyay Shire Council. ca. 1975. 118 
places. 
Chitty, Wally. Toodyay: the good old days. Hesperian Press, 2004, p.21 and p.23.

Statement of Significance
Key Farm has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 the place has historic value for its associations with Magistrate Piesse and the development of 

vineyards in the region.  
•	 the place has social value for its association with the development of the hospitality industry in the 

region.  
•	 the place has significance for its association with the Gasdon Family.
•	 the place has aesthetic value for its form, style and rural setting.
Management Category 2 - Very Important to the heritage of the locality
Level of Significance Considerable significance

100. Key Farm

Local Heritage Survey - 2025 614



Additional Photographs

second mudbrick ruin northern elevation

Source: xx eastern elevation

large western ruin western elevation
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Additional Photographs

western elevation (rear) western elevation (rear)

southern elevation western elevation

entry door verandah
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Site Information
Other Names formerly part of Nardie
Previous MHI No. 10
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 6207 Toodyay Road
Locality Toodyay
Landgate PIN 12564714
Land Information Lot 101 Vol/Folio -

Plan P431011 Reserve -
GPS 31°34'32"S 116°28'43"E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12149
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)

Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)
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Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use FARMING\PASTORAL: 	Homestead
Current Use FARMING\PASTORAL: 	Homestead
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1871; 1900
Builder Charles Lloyd (1871)

Henry Hasell (1900)
Walls Masonry: Stone and Brick
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron
Condition Good
Style Victorian Georgian, Federation and Vernacular
Physical Description
Single storey residence, rendered stone and brick facades. A verandah with bush timber columns extends 
across the full extent of the rear of the property. Original roof timbers have been retained. The house has 
been extended with a step down to a lower level from the original. Original floor timbers and fire place 
remain in the dwelling. 
Beyond the houses there is a circular rendered brick well in the garden plus a more traditional bush timber 
and stone well located in the field beyond the barn and a bush timber crossing over a pit. 
A bush timber and corrugated iron barn with raised timber floor and a small roofless mudbrick rear section 
is sited close to the house.
In 2024, the house was refused access and the Shire of Toodyay is finding an alternate time to inspect the 
property.
Authenticity Moderate
Integrity High
Date of Survey 16/12/2024
Historical Information
In 1831 James Lloyd, his wife Hannah and their children sailed from London intending to go to Tasmania. 
After arriving in Fremantle, they decided to stay with Lloyd becoming a prosperous businessman and 
proprietor of the ‘Star & Garter’. Inc.1834 he acquired Location V, 1000 acres in Toodyay from Alex 
Anderson who had named the location Nardie, possibly after Craig Nardie near the Avon River in Scotland.
In 1837 Charles Harper, a London solicitor, arrived with his wife Julia (nee Lukin).In c.1839 they moved to 
Northam then shortly after, Harper took out a long-term lease on the Nardie grant (Avon Location V), 
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nearby to Calbaline. Their little daughter Isabella died in their first year and was buried in what is known 
today as Nardie Cemetery.
It is said that the Harper homestead ‘became noted for the gentle refinement of its mistress and the 
outspoken concern of its master for the spiritual welfare of his neighbours.’ Harper served as the local 
Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages, and became Toodyay’s first ordained minister. The Census for 
1849 recorded his assets included 8 horses, 74 horned cattle, 2 swine, 6 acres under wheat, 3 under barley 
and a ¼ acre kitchen garden and 10 acres of green crops.
In 1844 the Lloyd family returned to London where James and three of their children died of smallpox. 
Hannah and two of her sons returned to Western Australia in 1847,and Hannah extended Harper’s lease 
until c.1855. After the lease expired, the Lloyd brothers divided the Nardie grant between them. Joseph 
retained the name Nardie while Charles called his portion Calbaline. In 1862 Charles married Jane Sinclair. 
The couple lived at ‘Nardie’ for four years before moving to ‘Calbaline’ where he built a stone homestead in 
1871. In 1900 the house was added to by Henry Hasell (son of expiree George Hasell), making bricks from 
the clay of a nearby creek bed. The salmon coloured bricks with russet flashes are unique to this building. 
Charles later became a notable member of the Toodyay Vine and fruit Growers’ Association (formed in 
1893). The Lloyd family retained ownership of ‘Calbaline’ until 2023.
Historic Themes DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Settlements

OCCUPATIONS: Grazing, pastoralism and dairying
SOCIAL AND CIVIC ACTIVITIES: Religion
PEOPLE: Early settlers

Associations Charles Harper
Henry Hasell
Lloyd Family

Sources Erickson, R and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
A.T. Thomas, A History of Toodyay, Toodyay Road Board, 1949. 
Chitty, Ian D. Toodyay: a survey of historical buildings / a study for Toodyay Shire Council. ca. 1975. 118 
places. 

Statement of Significance
Calbaline has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 the place has historic value as it is associated with the early settlement and development of the 

Toodyay district.  
•	 the historic value of the place is also apparent through its long association with the early settlers the 

Lloyd family and builder Henry Hasell.  
•	 the 1900 addition to the house has rarity value as the bricks are unique in their colour due to the origin 

of the clay from a nearby creek bed.
Management Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.
Level of Significance Considerable significance
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Additional Photographs

Source: Shire of Toodyay Municipal Heritage Inventory, 
Hocking Planning and Architecture, 2013.

Source: Ibid.

Source: Ibid. Source: Ibid.
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Site Information
Other Names Fingerpost
Previous MHI No. 68
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 6298 Toodyay Road
Locality Toodyay
Landgate PIN 11536021
Land Information Lot 20 Vol/Folio 1935/41

Plan D082545 Reserve -
GPS 31°33'58"S 116°28'38"E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12201
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
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Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use RESIDENTIAL: Single storey residence
Current Use RESIDENTIAL: Single storey residence
Other Use FARMING\PASTORAL: Blacksmith’s Shop
Construction Details
Construction Date c.1863-1864
Walls Earth: Mudbrick
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron
Condition Good
Style Late period Old Colonial Cottage style
Physical Description
A single storey mudbrick and iron cottage with timber casement windows, front and side verandah and a 
red brick chimney. Weatherboard extensions to side and rear.
Authenticity Moderate
Integrity Moderate to High
Date of Survey 11/09/2024
Historical Information
Abraham James was an expiree whose term expired in 1861 after arriving in the colony in 1852. He was 
the fourth blacksmith to operate in the Toodyay area when he arrived in 1863, establishing himself at 
the junction of the roads to Northam and Guildford known as 'Fingerpost Corner'. James also sold some 
stores and extracted teeth. He specialised in making branding iron designs which he registered with the 
government. James' son Thomas was also a blacksmith and he continued the business until about 1930 
when motor vehicles began to replace horses. He died in his blacksmith shop in 1941. Members of the 
James family lived at the place until the early 1960s.
In 2019, Stephen Carrick Architects prepared a Heritage Advice note on the repainting of James Cottage in 
Dulux 'Cheesy Grin' and Dulux 'Brunswick Green'. 
Historic Themes DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Settlements 

OCCUPATIONS: Commercial & service industries
Associations James Family
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Sources Erickson, R and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Chitty, Ian D. Toodyay: a survey of historical buildings / a study for Toodyay Shire Council. ca. 1975. 118 
places. 
Newcastle Herald, 1902, July 12th, p. 4.

Statement of Significance
James Cottage has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 the place has historic value for its association with blacksmith Abraham James and his extended 

family. 
•	 the place has historic value as one of the few remaining mud brick dwellings of the 1860s period in 

Toodyay.
•	 the place has aesthetic value for its contribution to the streetscape of the town of Toodyay.
•	 the place has social value for its association with the blacksmith trade which was practiced at this 

location.
Management Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality.
Level of Significance Some / Moderate significance

Additional Photographs
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Figure 51: Bejoording Homestead
Source: SCA, 2024.

BEJOORDING



Site Information
Other Names Syred's Cottage

Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square
'Bejoording' Homestead and Outbuildings
Water‘s Shed

Previous MHI No. 4
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 34 Second Road
Locality Bejoording
Landgate PIN 12029674
Land Information Lot 203 (formerly sub 

lot 3)
Vol/Folio 2848/278 

Plan P072472 Reserve Formerly 6847
GPS 31°22’59.3”S 116°31’36.4”E
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Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 02585
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Classified by the National Trust (07/06/1977)

Register of the National Estate (21/10/1980)
State Register of Heritage Places (24/09/2004)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (01/12/2012)
Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Precinct or Streetscape
Original Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Blacksmith’s Shop, Homestead, Shed or Barn, 

Park/Reserve, Cottage & Stable
Current Use SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL: Other
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1859 (Cottage south wing); 1867 (Cottage north wing) 

1870 (Blacksmith Shop)
1880; 1977 (Water’s Stables)
1870 (Smokehouse)

Walls Masonry: Mud Brick
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron (above original timber roof)
Condition Good (Homestead)

Poor (Outbuildings)
Style Victorian Georgian (1840-1890)

Vernacular

103. Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square
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Physical Description
Bejoording Homestead consists of a collection of buildings including the original cottage, Blacksmith shop, 
Water's Stables and Smokehouse. The Homestead complex is located on a hill beside the Bejoording 
Spring.
A flagstone path leads to two single-storey dwellings joined by a covered breeze way. Both buildings are 
painted and rendered mud brick construction with hipped metal roofs. 
Both buildings have verandahs; building 1 has a verandah to the front (south) of the site. Building 2 
has a verandah that wraps in an L-shape, with a portion to the west, which connects to the breeze way 
covering between the buildings. All verandahs are supported by square timber posts, with the front posts 
decorative with chamfered edges and painted maroon. The main (front) is a simple open verandah with a 
diamond-shaped timber fringe, with some fringe pieces missing. The fence facing the front of the building 
is a significant timber hand-sawn fence. The windows to the exterior are timber framed sash windows. The 
doors are timber panelled and timber plank doors. Tall red brick chimneys are evident in both buildings. 
The internals have several significant and intact features, including: brick fireplace surrounds, timber floors, 
timber roof/ceiling and a substantial collection of historic materials.
The blacksmith is a part bush timber and part milled timber structure at 10.5 x 3.3 metres. This portion 
remains with no roof covering and parts of the bush timbers being reconstructed at the time of inspection. 
There is a second portion, a mud brick and iron portion 1.0 x 3,3 metres. This is most probably the former 
kiln. Part of the mud brick kiln or forge remains in-situ as a ruin with walls approximately 250-300mm thick. 
The floors are compacted earth. Part of the wall has collapsed since 2012 and remaining ruin is severely 
eroded. The owner has desires to conserve the ruin. The battens for the roof are no longer extant.
The smokehouse is a mud brick building measuring approximately 2.8 x 6.6 metres with four external and 
one internal wall of mud brick. The mud brick smokehouse has some lime render that has worn away, 
revealing the mud brick beneath. In recent years, a steel structure has been constructed to support the 
roof and take pressure off of the mud brick walls. The floors are a compacted earth. The smokehouse now 
houses a collection of agricultural material gifted to Bob Sutcliffe (current owner) by the Shire of Toodyay. 
These were all sources from an archaeological excavation of the site and give considerable character to 
the place. 
The building is a bush timber and hand sewn timber structure with a corrugated iron roof. The floor is 
a simple compacted earth. This was a relocated building and forms limited significance but adds to the 
overall character of the homestead. 
There is a fence located on the southern boundary beside a sheep dip. The fence is a simple push pole 
post and rail structure. Twin posts, fixed together support horizontal rails. Bush timber horizontal timbers 
are stacked in between to form a thick natural fence. The sheep dip is a simple structure discovered on site 
by the current owner.
Authenticity High
Integrity High
Date of Survey 25/09/2024
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Historical Information
According to historian Rica Erickson ‘Bejoording’ is an Aboriginal word for sleepy or drowsy to indicate it 
was a safe place for visitors without fear of trespassing. The place had a flowing spring and was used as 
a meeting place for corroborees and trade. Red ochre from distant northern regions and white ochre dug 
locally from a hillside near Bejoording were exchanged there (Ericson and Taylor, 2006).
Bejoording was set aside for a future town site prior to 1839 after G.F. Moore and G. Leake explored the 
Toodyay Valley. However no one lived there until c.1859. It was surveyed to become a working man’s 
village where a labourer employed on a neighbouring large estate could set up his own home with sufficient 
land to grow crops and keep stock. In 1856 the town lots, set out in a grid pattern centered around a 
common age and permanent spring, were put up for sale with William Syred purchasing Lot 3 on the north 
side of the Bejoording Central Square (off Sixth Road). He and his wife Frances (nee Martin) were the first 
Europeans to settle at Bejoording. William built a substantial mud bat house (c.1859), a blacksmith shop 
(c.1860), shed, smokehouse (c.1870) and stables. He worked at his smithy for most of the year shoeing 
horses, making the nails and mending wagon wheels and farm machinery. A concrete sheep dip, located 
not far from the smithy, was unearthed by the current owner. 
In 1869 a room inside the cottage was made available for a school. As a trained teacher couldn’t be 
secured, the Syred’s opened this as a private school with ticket-of-leave men employed as teachers. A 
second school was conducted at various times at Ewan Mackintosh’s property ‘Glendearg’ during the 
1870s closing in 1884. In the 1890s when Syred’s home was used for religious services the Anglican 
clergyman was concerned a school was needed to deal with illiteracy among the children. A mud brick 
State school was built approximately between the Syred and Ralph properties.  It was also used to conduct 
services on Sundays. ‘It became a popular if small community centre, remaining in use until 1912, after 
which it was demolished….’. ( Geoproject Solutions Pty. Ltd. 2018)
By the early 1970s Syred’s had been vacant for some time. In 1974 Peter Syred, the owner, leased the 
place to the Shire of Toodyay with the local community taking over the management and restoration of 
the historic place. Stables from the Water's family property in Coondle were relocated there in 1977. In 
1982 the place was leased to the Confederate Historical Society (Northam Advertiser, 1982).  In 2000, the 
reserve was amended to enable public access to the site and the homestead remained vacant in 2002. 
In 2002 a conservation and management plan was produced by Laura Gray, Heritage and Conservation 
Consultant, for the Bejoording Community Group Inc., having received a State government Wheatbelt 
Heritage Grant in 2000. On 24 September 2004, the ‘Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square’ 
was given Permanent Entry on the Register of Heritage Places. The place remained vacant with basic 
maintenance being undertaken by the Shire and the Toodyay Historical Society. In 2012, a Conservation 
Management Plan was prepared to facilitate the long-term conservation of the place.
In 2021 an inventory was undertaken of the objects within the cottage with a number of items lodged with 
the Shire museum. In 2022 when plans to sell the homestead proved unsuccessful, the Toodyay Council 
resolved to seek expressions of interest from those of direct descent from William and Frances Syred to 
be gifted the property. The property is now owned and lived in by Robert Sutcliffe, a descendant on his 
mother’s side. 
Historic Themes OCCUPATIONS: Grazing, pastoralism & dairying

DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Land allocation & 
subdivision
DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Settlements
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Associations Syred Family
Sutcliffe Family (relations of Syred)

Sources Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006, p.121.
A.T. Thomas, A History of Toodyay, Toodyay Road Board, 1949.
Assessment Documentation 'Bejoording', National Trust of W.A., 1977.
Syred Cottage Bejoording Structural Report, Maitland Heritage Engineering, December 2012.
Syred Cottage Bejoording, Conservation Management Plan prepared for Bejoording Community Group, 
Laura Gray, Gay Nayton and Irene Sauman, June 2002.
Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square, Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
documentation. Inherit, Place No.2585, 24/09/2004.
Three schools in Bejoording are listed in the WA Schools Gazetteer. The road names may have changed 
over time. Higham, Geoffrey. WA schools gazetteer: a listing of schools, with locations and dates, in Western 
Australia. Geoproject Solutions Pty. Ltd., 2018.
Northam Advertiser, 24 June 1982, p.10.
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Statement of Significance
The following information is extracted from the Register of Heritage Places Assessment Documentation for 
Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square, Bejoording (P02585).
Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square, comprising of Bejoording Homestead Complex, a 
group of single storey buildings, comprising original dwelling (c.1859) (south wing), north wing (c.1867), 
blacksmith shop (c.1860) and shed, smokehouse (c.1870), and stables (c.1880, 1977), that are mostly mud 
brick and corrugated iron, with the original dwelling showing influences of the Victorian Georgian style and 
the remaining structures in the rural vernacular surrounded by mature plantings, together with Bejoording 
Central Square, designed in 1856 as a town square comprising a 10-acre (4.0469 ha) lot of bushland within 
a farming landscape, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 the place is rare as a remnant of the only known example in Western Australia of a nineteenth century 

agricultural workers' village (‘Bejoording’) designed around a central square or common following the 
English model, and contains the only remaining buildings of this planned settlement, together with the 
central square;

•	 the place is a good representative example of rural settlement in the Avon Valley, demonstrating the 
characteristic development and expansion of a family farm in a remote rural townsite settlement from 
the late 1850s to the 1870s;

•	 the individual elements of the Bejoording Homestead Complex, being the original dwelling (south wing), 
north wing, blacksmith shop and shed, and smokehouse, and stables, together form a visually cohesive 
farm group in an attractive treed setting;

•	 in the 1870s, the Homestead was the site of the Bejoording School, which local residents operated 
privately after the government refused to grant them a school, and in keeping with contemporary 
employment trends in the Colony in the 1860s, Ticket of Leave men were employed at the place as 
both school teachers and farm labourers;

•	 the place has a long association with the Syred family who were the first settlers in Bejoording and 
continue to own the property in 2004; and,

•	 the archaeological record associated with the place has the potential to yield information regarding 
rural residential and farming practices, and blacksmithing, in the nineteenth century.

The verandahs and breezeway roof to the north wing, and external cement render to the residence and 
smokehouse are intrusive.
The Stables were relocated to the site in 1977 from the Water’s family property in Coondle and, while 
visually contributing to the group, are of little significance to the history of the place.
Management Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example
Level of Significance Exceptional significance

103. Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square
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Additional Photographs

Side view of homestead Posts of blacksmith

Back elevation of homestead with tank Back elevation of homestead

Approach from spring Mature trees
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Additional Photographs

Fireplace in lounge

Timber ceiling in bedroom Smokehouse

Agricultural equipment excavated from the site Stables
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Additional Photographs

Bush construction of stables Post detail of front verandah

Mud brick wall connected to blacksmith (ruin) Exposed mud brick on smokehouse

Sheep dip Timber framed window
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Additional Photographs

Source: Landgate Aerial with Annotations, SCA, 2024.
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Additional Photographs

Source: 'Homestead Plan', taken from Syred Cottage 
Bejoording Structural Report, Maitland Heritage Engineering, 
December 2012.

Source: 'Homestead Roof Plan', taken from Syred Cottage 
Bejoording Structural Report, Maitland Heritage Engineering, 
December 2012.

Source: 'Section', taken from Syred Cottage Bejoording 
Structural Report, Maitland Heritage Engineering, December 
2012.

Source: 'Site Plan', taken from Syred Cottage Bejoording 
Structural Report, Maitland Heritage Engineering, December 
2012.
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103. Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square

Additional Photographs

Source: 'Blacksmith Plan', taken from Syred Cottage 
Bejoording Structural Report, Maitland Heritage Engineering, 
December 2012.

Source: 'Historic Photograph' taken from Syred Cottage 
Bejoording, Conservation Management Plan prepared for 
Bejoording Community Group, Laura Gray, Gay Nayton and 
Irene Sauman, June 2002.

Source: 'Syreds Cottage' taken from Syred Cottage 
Bejoording, Conservation Management Plan prepared for 
Bejoording Community Group, Laura Gray, Gay Nayton and 
Irene Sauman, June 2002.

Source: 'Syreds Cottage' taken from Syred Cottage 
Bejoording, Conservation Management Plan prepared for 
Bejoording Community Group, Laura Gray, Gay Nayton and 
Irene Sauman, June 2002.
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103. Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square

Additional Photographs

Source: 'Zones of Significance' taken from Syred Cottage Bejoording, Conservation Management Plan prepared for Bejoording 
Community Group, Laura Gray, Gay Nayton and Irene Sauman, June 2002.

Source: 'Syreds Cottage Bejoording', Collections WA, 
courtesy of Shire of Toodyay, nd.

Source: 'Syreds Cottage Bejoording', Collections WA, 
courtesy of Shire of Toodyay, c.1900.
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Site Information
Other Names Fire Station

Central Square
Bejoording Townsite / Spring / Reserve

Previous MHI No. 6
Public Access Yes
Street Address Second Road
Locality Bejoording
Landgate PIN 566526
Land Information Lot 1 Vol/Folio -

Plan P222073 Reserve 6847
GPS 31°23’02.8”S 116°31’37.7”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12234; 02585 ( as part of Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central 

Square)

104
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Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Classified by the National Trust (07/06/1997)

Register of National Estate (21/10/1980)
Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (01/12/2012)
State Register of Heritage Places (24/9/2004)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use OTHER: Town reserve
Current Use OTHER: Other
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1836
Walls / Roof -
Condition -
Style -
Physical Description
Both springs are apparent as a low lying water sources. The primary spring includes rushes and some 
more mature eucalyptus trees. The water is trickling through the stream. The spring is surrounded in low 
land with a soft hill to the north (behind). The site is predominantly cleared with a few trees populating the 
hill behind. There is a dirt road running north to south through the stream, with the second spring on the 
opposite side of the road. The springs are unmarked. The secondary spring is in the vicinity of a volunteer 
fire station. This spring contains some she-oak and contains more invasive weeds.
Authenticity -
Integrity -
Date of Survey 24/09/2024

104. Bejoording Townsite Spring Reserve - Site
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Historical Information
According to historian Rica Erickson ‘Bejoording’ is an Aboriginal word for sleepy or drowsy to indicate it 
was a safe place for visitors without fear of trespassing. The place had a flowing spring and was used as 
a meeting place for corroborees and trade. Red ochre from distant northern regions and white ochre dug 
locally from a hillside near Bejoording were exchanged there. (Toodyay Homesteads, p.121.)
Bejoording was set aside for a future town site prior to 1839 after G.F. Moore and G. Leake explored the 
Toodyay Valley. However no one lived there until c.1859. It was surveyed to become a working man’s 
village where a labourer employed on a neighbouring large estate could set up his own home with sufficient 
land to grow crops and keep stock. In 1856 the town lots, set out in a grid pattern centered around a 
common age and permanent spring, were put up for sale.
The first applicant for land was J Thomson in 1856. He married Sarah Syred, but didn't live there. Sarah's 
brother William Syred was the first Bejoording settler followed by other members of the Syred family, 
including his brother Charles Syred who bought two lots in 1858. In 1859 'Squire' Philips and August Lee 
Steere, who both already had pastoral leases at Bejoording, bought lots for water rights. In 1865 Alfred 
Martin arrived. John Cousins arrived in 1860 and the Ralph family in 1867. Each of the Syred, Cousins 
and Ralph families had ten children and by 1869 there were twenty children of school age in Bejoording. A 
school was established on lot 36.
Historic Themes DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Settlements
Associations Syred Family

Steere Family
G. F. Moore
G. Leake

Sources Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
A.T. Thomas, A History of Toodyay, Toodyay Road Board, 1949.
Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square, Register of Heritage Places, Permanent Entry 
documentation. Inherit, Place No.2585, 24/09/2004.
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Statement of Significance
The following information is extracted from the Register of Heritage Places Assessment Documentation for 
Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square, Bejoording (P02585).
Bejoording Homestead Complex and Central Square, comprising of Bejoording Homestead Complex, a 
group of single storey buildings, comprising original dwelling (c.1859) (south wing), north wing (c.1867), 
blacksmith shop (c.1860) and shed, smokehouse (c.1870), and stables (c.1880, 1977), that are mostly mud 
brick and corrugated iron, with the original dwelling showing influences of the Victorian Georgian style and 
the remaining structures in the rural vernacular surrounded by mature plantings, together with Bejoording 
Central Square, designed in 1856 as a town square comprising a 10-acre (4.0469 ha) lot of bushland within 
a farming landscape, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 the place is rare as a remnant of the only known example in Western Australia of a nineteenth century 

agricultural workers' village (‘Bejoording’) designed around a central square or common following the 
English model, and contains the only remaining buildings of this planned settlement, together with the 
central square;

•	 the place is a good representative example of rural settlement in the Avon Valley, demonstrating the 
characteristic development and expansion of a family farm in a remote rural townsite settlement from 
the late 1850s to the 1870s;

•	 the individual elements of the Bejoording Homestead Complex, being the original dwelling (south wing), 
north wing, blacksmith shop and shed, and smokehouse, and stables, together form a visually cohesive 
farm group in an attractive treed setting;

•	 in the 1870s, the Homestead was the site of the Bejoording School, which local residents operated 
privately after the government refused to grant them a school, and in keeping with contemporary 
employment trends in the Colony in the 1860s, Ticket of Leave men were employed at the place as 
both school teachers and farm labourers;

•	 the place has a long association with the Syred family who were the first settlers in Bejoording and 
continue to own the property in 2004; and,

•	 the archaeological record associated with the place has the potential to yield information regarding 
rural residential and farming practices, and blacksmithing, in the nineteenth century.

The verandahs and breezeway roof to the north wing, and external cement render to the residence and 
smokehouse are intrusive.
The Stables were relocated to the site in 1977 from the Water’s family property in Coondle and, while 
visually contributing to the group, are of little significance to the history of the place.
Management Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example
Level of Significance Exceptional Significance

104. Bejoording Townsite Spring Reserve - Site
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Additional Photographs

Source: SCA, 2024. Source: Landgate aerial with annotations, 2024.
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Site Information
Other Names -
Previous MHI No. 5
Public Access Yes
Street Address Near 15 One Man Road
Locality Bejoording
Landgate PIN 11427695
Land Information Lot 81 Vol/Folio -

Plan P236606 Reserve Railway Reserve
GPS 31°22’45.3”S 116°30’46.8”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12235
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Local Planning Policy Area -

105
105. Bejoording Siding - Site
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Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use TRANSPORT/COMMUNICATIONS: Rail/Other
Current Use TRANSPORT/COMMUNICATIONS: Rail/Other
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 19008 - 1909
Walls / Roof -
Condition -
Style -
Physical Description
No evidence of original siding could be found.
Authenticity -
Integrity -
Date of Survey 25/09/2024
Historical Information
The railway line from Toodyay to Bolgart through the Avon Valley was proposed and lobbied for during 1902 
and 1903 but the line wasn't constructed until 1908 and opened in 1909. In 2902, A public meeting was 
held in the Culham Agricultural Hall to discuss the extension of the railway from Newcastle to Bejoording. A 
railway league was formed. Further meetings and deputations were held in 1906 to discuss the line going 
further afield to Bolgart.
This place is part of Place 14, the Clackline to Toodyay Railway Line.
Historic Themes TRANSPORT & COMMUNICATIONS: Rail & Light Rail Transport
Sources Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 

2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
A.T. Thomas, A History of Toodyay, Toodyay Road Board, 1949.
Newcastle Herald, 10 May 1902, p.5

Statement of Significance
Bejoording Siding - Site has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The site has historic value through its associated with the development of the area as demonstrated by 

the construction of the railway north from Toodyay to Bolgart.
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
Management Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but 

otherwise makes little contribution.
Level of Significance Little significance

105. Bejoording Siding - Site
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Additional Photographs

Source: Landgate Aerial, 2023
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Site Information
Other Names Cowardine
Previous MHI No. 51
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 1910 Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road
Locality Bejoording
Landgate PIN 11931468
Land Information Lot 810 Vol/Folio 2772/94 

Plan P070397 Reserve -
GPS 31°24’32.7”S 116°30’14.9”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12142
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)

Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)
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Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use RESIDENTIAL: Single storey residence
Current Use RESIDENTIAL: Single storey residence
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1895; 1905; 1908; 1950s
Architect Thomas Anthoness (1905)
Builder Henry Davey (1908)
Walls Masonry: Brick
Roof Tile: Ceramic Tile
Condition Good
Style Federation Bungalow
Physical Description
Single storey bungalow much altered in the 1950s removing much of its original character and its features. 
Red brick construction with tuck pointing, mixture of window styles which are representative of their 
development era. The roof is hipped with vented gables and dormers overlooking the formal English 
garden. Dominant red brick gable supported on brick piers forming the roof over the front verandah space. 
Mix of window styles: casement windows are flush with the eaves and are of horizontal emphasis, the 
timber sash windows are lower down the facades and are of vertical emphasis.
Authenticity Low
Integrity Moderate
Date of Survey 16/10/2024
Historical Information
'Haseley' was originally jointly owned by S. P. Phillips and Edward Hamersley. When the partnership 
dissolved in 1851 Phillips held a 14 year lease of Hamersley’s half until 1867. It was then leased to Walter 
Padbury and was known as 'Cowardine'. It was used to fatten cattle and stockmen lived in a hut with only a 
few acres of land being cleared. 'Cowardine' was bequeathed to Edward Hamersley's son, Samuel. In 1891 
the last stockman, Patrick Hennessey, was replaced by Samuel Hamersley's son Vernon who cleared large 
areas for cropping following the sudden demands of the growing population in the goldfields.
Vernon Hamersley married Clara Hicks in 1895. In 1905 tenders were invited by architect Thomas 
Anthoness to design a modern brick house and renamed the property 'Haseley'. Vernon established his 
own stud flock. He became President of the Merino Stud Sheep Breeders Association and the annual sales 
held at 'Haseley' attracted keen buyers. A prized possession was a trophy, shaped like a wool bale, that 
was won by his father in 1875 for achieving the highest price at the first wool sales by public auction held in 
the colony.

106. Haseley
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The homestead was enlarged in 1908 by local builder Henry Davey. Vernon Hamersley’s public career 
included service on the Road Board, and a member of the Legislative Council from 1904 until his death in 
1946. His son Preston carried on the family tradition as excellent flock-masters. Following Preston’s death 
his properties were divided among his sons.
Historic Themes DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Settlements
Associations S. P. Phillips

Hamersley Family
Sources Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 

2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
A.T. Thomas, A History of Toodyay, Toodyay Road Board, 1949.
Newcastle Herald, February 11th, 1905, p.4.

Statement of Significance
Haseley has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The place has historic value for its association with early settlers in the district the Hamersley family. 
•	 The place has aesthetic value as a good example of a substantial residence built in the 1890s and 

extended in 1908 and the homestead complex demonstrates the development of the property from the 
19th century to the present day.

Management Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality.
Level of Significance Some / Moderate significance

Additional Photographs

Source: MHI, 2012. Source: MHI, 2012.
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Site Information
Other Names Erandyne Spring
Previous MHI No. 48
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 1939 Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road
Locality Bejoording
Landgate PIN 566369
Land Information Lot 10 Vol/Folio 1546/477

Plan P009332 Reserve -
GPS 31°22’50.5”S 116°29’40.2”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12144

Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)

Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)
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Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Homestead & Silo or Grain Shed
Current Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Homestead & Silo or Grain Shed
Other Use -
Local Planning Policy Area -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1857 & 1922
Walls Masonry: Rendered Brick and Stone (1857)

Masonry: Brick (Main House)
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron (1857)

Metal: Corrugated Iron (Main House)
Condition Poor (1857)

Good (Main House)
Style Federation Bungalow 

Late Colonial Cottage
Physical Description
Single storey federation style dwelling of asymmetrical plan form with low hipped iron roof with gables 
and half timbering and roughcast render to the main gable laid in an Art Deco style pattern. Red brick 
construction with high and lower level rendered decorative bands. Timber sash windows, stained and 
leaded windows. Extensive verandah with decorative timber frieze, timber posts and balustrade. Single 
storey brick outbuilding with hipped iron roof attached to main house by covered walkway. 
As part of the same estate, the original 1857 dwelling is situated in a field across from the current house, 
accessed via a separate driveway. Stone, brick and rendered construction with iron roof. The render 
has been scored to replicate dressed stone. 'L' shape plan with hipped and gabled roofs. Simple open 
verandah. Brick dressings to door and window openings in stone elevations. Original shingle roof still 
evidence under the remaining iron roof.
Authenticity Low (1857)

Moderate (Main House)
Integrity Low (1857)

High (Main House)
Date of Survey 12/09/2024
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Historical Information
Ewen Mackintosh came to the colony in 1841 as a shepherd indentured to James Drummond Jnr. of 
'Hawthornden' but soon owned a flock of his own and joined with his cousins, the Macphersons, to form a 
company known as a Scotch Shepherds. Ewen married Euphemia Drummond in 1849 and they lived in a 
cottage at 'Coondle'. In 1854 he purchased land from T.N.Yule and named it 'Glendearg'. 
During 1863 Mackintosh began building a large brick house, employing two ticket-of-leave men, Robert 
Baker and Edward Baldock. The hole they dug for making the bricks became the cellar. A small government 
school was conducted in the homestead from 1871 until 1874 when the number of children declined. It was 
reopened in 1879 and operated until 1884. 
In 1923 'Glendearg' was sold to G.T. Gooch who was a successful pastoralist and planned to establish a 
sheep stud. That same year he built a new house a little distance from the Mackintosh house and named 
it 'Bacton'. The property was sold to J.C. Phillips of 'Culham' who restored the name. A later owner and 
occupier was Bolgart farmer Dallas Ludemann. The Ludemann family later sold it back to the Phillips family. 
In later years it was transferred to a member of the Hamersley family.
In 2024, the property is now owned, alongside Haseley by Richard Goyder.
Historic Themes OCCUPATIONS: Grazing, Pastoralism & Dairying

PEOPLE: Settlers
Associations Mackintosh Family

Phillips Family
Ludemann Family
Hammersley Family

Sources Erickson, R and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
A.T. Thomas, A History of Toodyay, Toodyay Road Board, 1949. 

Statement of Significance
Glendearg has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The place has historic value for its association with Ewen Mackintosh and his descendants who 

developed the place throughout the 19th century.  
•	 The residence has aesthetic value as it is good example of a substantial residence built in the 1920s.  
•	 The homestead complex has aesthetic value as the built elements form a visually cohesive farm group.
•	 The place has social value due to its association with the establishment of a school on the site.
Management Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality.
Level of Significance Some / Moderate significance

107. Glendearg
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Additional Photographs

107. Glendearg
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Additional Photographs

Source: Glendearg Plan taken from Toodyay Homesteads, Rica Erickson and Robyn Taylor 2006.
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Figure 52: Vetter's Cottage
Source: SCA, 2024.

COONDLE



Site Information
Other Names Royd Nook Wool Shed

Royd Nook
Previous MHI No. 107, 108
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 26 Alan Twine Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 460011,  460087
Land Information Lot 596 Vol/Folio 1630/691

Plan D063253 Reserve -
GPS 31°28’20.7”S 116°27’43.2”E (Cottage)

31°28’16.5”S 116°27’44.1”E (Shed)
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12210; 24493 (Cottage Only)
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Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Shed or barn

RESIDENTIAL: Single storey residence
Current Use RESIDENTIAL: Single storey residence
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1880 (Cottage)

1887 (Shed)
Walls Earth: Adobe (Mud Brick) (Cottage)

Timber: Weatherboard (Cottage)
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron (Cottage)
Condition Good to Fair (Cottage)
Style Victorian Georgian
Physical Description
The cottage is a mud brick, weatherboard dwelling with iron hipped and gabled roofs. The verandahs are a 
combination of open and enclosed with colonial style balustrade. The adjoining property contains a timber 
framed iron shed with a shallow pitched gable roof and skillion roofed wings.  The properties are adjoining 
with two access ways from Alan Twine Road and separate ownership. The Cottage is setback generously 
from the road with a timber farm fence enclosing animal pens. Both sites are predominantly cleared 
farmland with mature plantings.
Access to both sites were not granted.
Authenticity Moderate
Integrity Moderate
Date of Survey 14/10/2024
Historical Information
Harry Lee and his family lived here prior to the Twine family. James Twine (1813-1893) came to the colony 
as a labourer in 1833 and bought a farm in Guildford which he traded for Dr Viveash's location 32. Twine 
came to the Toodyay district in the early 1850s and was one of the few settlers who established themselves 
through the 1860s.  Twine and his sons purchased and developed several properties in the district including 
this landholding.  The current residence is believed to have been built in the 1880s. The Twine family 
stables were originally in proximity to the Twine homestead but has been subdivided and is now on a 
separate property. According to the 1998 Municipal Inventory the date 1887 is carved into the timber under 
the floor. Prior to World War Two it was still used as a stables and general shed.
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Historic Themes DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Land Allocation & 
Subdivision
OCCUPATIONS: Domestic Activities

Associations Twine Family
Lee Family

Sources Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006. Chapter 25. 
Coondle Estate.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.

Statement of Significance
Royd Nook Cottage has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The place has historic value for its association with the Twine and Lee families.
•	 The place has aesthetic value as an example of residence built in the late 19th century from local 

materials and an example of agricultural outbuildings of the late 1800s..
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
Management Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality.
Level of Significance Some / Moderate Significance

108. Royd Nook Cottage
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Additional Photographs
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Site Information
Other Names Royd Nook
Previous MHI No. 108
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 30 Alan Twine Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 460011,  460087
Land Information Lot 595 Vol/Folio 1630/690

Plan D063253 Reserve -
GPS 31°28’16.5”S 116°27’44.1”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12210; 24534 (Shed Only)
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
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Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Stable
Current Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Shed or Barn
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1887
Walls Timber: Other Timber
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron
Condition Fair
Style Victorian Agricultural
Physical Description
The cottage is a mud brick, weatherboard dwelling with iron hipped and gabled roofs. The verandahs are a 
combination of open and enclosed with colonial style balustrade. The adjoining property contains a timber 
framed iron shed with a shallow pitched gable roof and skillion roofed wings.  The properties are adjoining 
with two access ways from Alan Twine Road and separate ownership. The Cottage is setback generously 
from the road with a timber farm fence enclosing animal pens. Both sites are predominantly cleared 
farmland with mature plantings.
Access to both sites were not granted.
Authenticity Moderate
Integrity Moderate
Date of Survey 14/10/2024
Historical Information
Harry Lee and his family lived here prior to the Twine family. James Twine (1813-1893) came to the colony 
as a labourer in 1833 and bought a farm in Guildford which he traded for Dr Viveash's location 32. Twine 
came to the Toodyay district in the early 1850s and was one of the few settlers who established themselves 
through the 1860s.  Twine and his sons purchased and developed several properties in the district including 
this landholding.  The current residence is believed to have been built in the 1880s. The Twine family 
stables were originally in proximity to the Twine homestead but has been subdivided and is now on a 
separate property. According to the 1998 Municipal Inventory the date 1887 is carved into the timber under 
the floor. Prior to World War Two it was still used as a stables and general shed.

Historic Themes OCCUPATIONS: Grazing, Pastoralism & Dairying
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Associations Twine Family
Lee Family

Sources Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006. Chapter 25. 
Coondle Estate.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.

Statement of Significance
Royd Nook Wool Shed has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The place has historic value for its association with the Twine and Lee families.
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
Management Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality.
Level of Significance Some / Moderate Significance

Additional Photographs
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Site Information
Other Names -
Previous MHI No. 24
Public Access Yes
Street Address Near 125 Dewars Pool-Bindoon Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 460700
Land Information Lot 28127	 Vol/Folio -

Plan P249398 Reserve 820
GPS 31°27’42.6”S 116°25’32.5”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12227
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
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Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL: Other Community Hall/Centre
Current Use SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL: Other Community Hall/Centre
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1927; Demolished in 1939
Walls Metal: Corrugated Iron
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron
Condition -
Style -
Physical Description
The site is possibly marked by a post in the fence, which is supposedly the original gate post, or a later 
fence post. The reserve is designated for use as a gravel pit.
Authenticity -
Integrity -
Date of Survey 24/09/2024
Historical Information
The Coondle Estate was the first land in the state to be resumed for the purchase and subdivision of old 
grants. It had a long history of absentee ownership with the original grantee, George Leake, never living 
there and subsequent lessees occupying the property.
It was subdivided in 1898 into 71 blocks. George Throssell, the Minister for Lands, proposed that the hills 
be used for running cattle and the cleared river flats used for vineyards, orchards and vegetables, using the 
pools along the Toodyay Brook for irrigation. All the land was taken up within two years.
The Culham Hall, which opened in 1899, served the surrounding districts of Coondle and Nunyle but 
was unable to serve all the social needs of the expanding community. A hall was built in Nunyle in 1904 
and Coondle Hall opened in 1927 in the vicinity of the store and post office. The communities of Culham, 
Nunyle and Coondle each had a cricket and tennis team and played regularly on the anthill pitches. 
Coondle cricket pitch was the envy of others after Morgan Ford laid a solid cement pitch near the hall. The 
Coondle Easter sports was a popular annual event.
After the hall closed the building was relocated into Toodyay and established as the CWA rooms in Stirling 
Terrace. 
The reserve is designated for use as a gravel pit.
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Historic Themes SOCIAL & CIVIC ACTIVITIES: Sport, Recreation & Entertainment
Associations CWA
Sources Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.

Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006. Chapter 25. 
Coondle Estate.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Wally Chitty. Toodyay - the good old days. 2004, p. 47
Toodyay Herald, p. 97.

Statement of Significance
Coondle Hall - Site has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The site has historic value as it represents the Coondle Hall which became the focus of the Coondle 

community and social life after it was built in 1927.
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
Management Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but 

otherwise makes little contribution.
Level of Significance Little significance

Additional Photographs
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Site Information
Other Names Dewar's Pool School
Previous MHI No. 26
Public Access Restricted
Street Address Near 125 Dewars Pool-Bindoon Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 460700
Land Information Lot 28127 Vol/Folio 1430/175

Plan P249398 Reserve 820
GPS 31°27’42.4”S 116°25’32.5”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12228
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/2024
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Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use EDUCATIONAL: Primary School
Current Use EDUCATIONAL: Primary School
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1897, school closed 30th of April, 1925.
Walls / Roof -
Condition -
Style -
Physical Condition
No remnant site features were found. The building is no longer extant.
Authenticity -
Integrity -
Date of Survey 25/09/2024
Historical Information
The Coondle Estate had a long history of absentee ownership with the original grantee, George Leake, 
never living there and subsequent lessees occupying the property. It was subdivided in 1898 into 71 
blocks. George Throssell, the Minister for Lands, proposed that the hills be used for running cattle and the 
cleared river flats used for vineyards, orchards and vegetables, using the pools along the Toodyay Brook 
for irrigation. All the land was taken up within two years. School was established before Govt. bought the 
“Coondle Estate”.
Lack of schooling was of concern to the Anglican Reverend Taylor who, as chairman of the school 
committees, persuaded parents in Culham and Coondle to build a mud brick school. John Britt was the 
Coondle Secretary who organised the school, half of which was subsidised by the government. It opened 
on 11 February 1897 and Miss Mercy Syred from Bejoording taught the children until 1922. Miss Lucy 
McCluney is also listed as teaching at Coondle between 1917-1918. The school was closed on 30 April 
1925.
Historic Themes SOCIAL & CIVIC ACTIVITIES: Education & Science
Associations Mercy Syred

George Throssell
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Sources Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006. Chapter 25. 
Coondle Estate.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Letter adressed to the Toodyay Historical Society, from asset services, Education Department of WA, 17th of 
September 2001.
HCWA inherit database online, Coondle School, inherit numner 12228, < https://inherit.dplh.wa.gov.au/
Public/Inventory/Details/671ee9fe-ed48-4158-8b8c-7f614d952f11 >

Statement of Significance
Coondle School - Site has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The site has historic value as it demonstrates the development of the Coondle region in the 1890s 

through the provision of education to the settlers.  
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
Management Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but 

otherwise makes little contribution.
Level of Significance Little significance

Additional Photographs

Source: 'Coondle Provisional School and Students', 
Collections WA, c.1897.
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Site Information
Other Names -
Previous MHI No. 141
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 43 Bowers Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 12322031
Land Information Lot 137, 138 Vol/Folio 2958/248, 

2958/249
Plan P409428 Reserve -

GPS 31°28’48.0”S 116°26’19.6”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12207
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
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Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Cottage

INDUSTRIAL/MANUFACTURING: Winery
Current Use -
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1860
Architect/ Builder Bulliard & William Perl (Builder)
Walls Earth: Adobe (Mud Brick)
Roof -
Condition Ruins
Style -
Physical Description
Ruins of a mud brick structure within a modest farm setting. The mud brick remnant has multiple overlays, 
in mud brick. There is a lime rendered brick chimney still evident along with the bust of the main fireplace. 
There are three main walls still present, with dilapidated internal walls on the ground in site.  A brick 
chimney is evident. Site has not deteriorated significantly. There are timber frames of some previous 
doorways still evident. The site is predominantly cleared for pasture. There are a few livestock that graze in 
the paddocks, mainly sheep and a few cows.
Authenticity Moderate
Integrity Moderate
Date of Survey 24/09/2024
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Historical Information
The Coondle Estate was the first land in the state to be resumed for the purchase and subdivision of old 
grants. It had a long history of absentee ownership with the original grantee, George Leake, never living 
there and subsequent lessees occupying the property. It was subdivided in 1898 into 71 blocks. George 
Throssell, the Minister for Lands, proposed that the hills be used for running cattle and the cleared river 
flats used for vineyards, orchards and vegetables, using the pools along the Toodyay Brook for irrigation. All 
the land was taken up within two years.
John Baptiste Archille Vetter and family came from Europe to establish a goldmine at Bardoc near 
Kalgoorlie in the 1890s gold rushes. Vetter's son Claude August Vetter conducted their business and was 
instructed to take up a river block of the Coondle Estate, intending to build a house and to grow vines. They 
built a large house and winery shed.
In 2024, the site has been purchased by a couple who use the grounds as a hobby farm for rescued 
livestock. The couple desire to protect the ruin and reduce any further deterioration.
Historic Themes DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Immigration, Emigration 

& Refugees
Associations George Throssell

John Baptiste Archille Vetter
Claude August Vetter

Sources Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006. Chapter 25. 
Coondle Estate.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant

Statement of Significance
Vetter Cottage & Winery Ruins has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The place has historic value as it demonstrates the role of the government in encouraging settlement 

on the land through the provision of small lots for new settlers. 
•	 The place has historic value as it illustrates the diversity of migrants who settled in Western Australia as 

a result of the gold discoveries.  
•	 The place has aesthetic value as it demonstrates former methods of construction and materials.
Management Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality.
Level of Significance Some / Moderate significance
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Additional Photographs
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Site Information
Other Names Coondle Post Office & Store
Previous MHI No. 86
Public Access Restricted
Street Address Across from 61 Church Gully Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 459939
Land Information Lot 86 Vol/Folio -

Plan P224582 Reserve -
GPS 31°27’36.8”S 116°26’21.7”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12230
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Local Planning Policy Area -
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Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use COMMERCIAL: Shop/Retail store (single)
Current Use COMMERCIAL: Shop/Retail store (single)
Other Use TRANSPORT/COMMUNICATIONS: Communications post or telegraph 

office
RESIDENTIAL: Single storey residence

Construction Details
Construction Date 1899
Walls / Roof -
Condition -
Style -
Physical Description
No remnants found but approximate location is in the vicinity of the three almond trees. The site is a 
cleared site with a few trees including natives and a few almond trees. Te remaining is an open grassland.
Authenticity -
Integrity -
Date of Survey 24/09/2024
Historical Information
The Coondle Estate was the first land in the state to be resumed for the purchase and subdivision of old 
grants. It had a long history of absentee ownership with the original grantee, George Leake, never living 
there and subsequent lessees occupying the property. It was subdivided in 1898 into 71 blocks. George 
Throssell, the Minister for Lands, proposed that the hills be used for running cattle and the cleared river 
flats used for vineyards, orchards and vegetables, using the pools along the Toodyay Brook for irrigation. All 
the land was taken up within two years.
Patrick Fawell married a member of the Ferguson family who ran the 'Coondle' estate and they built a 
cottage and established a store and post office. They irrigated their vegetable garden from Dewar's Pool.
Historic Themes DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Settlements

TRANSPORT & COMMUNICATIONS: Mail Services
Associations Fawell family

George Leake
George Throssell
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Sources Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006. Chapter 25. 
Coondle Estate.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Chitty, I. D. 'Toodyay - A Survey of Historical Buildings' Toodyay Shire Council. ud.

Statement of Significance
Mrs Fawell’s Place - Site has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The place has social value for its associations with communication and as a centre for informal 

gatherings in Coondle.
•	 The place has historic value for its association with the development of the Coondle district and the 

Falwell family.
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
Management Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but 

otherwise makes little contribution.
Level of Significance Little significance

Additional Photographs

Source: Landgate with annotations, SCA, 2024.
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Site Information
Other Names -
Previous MHI No. 25
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 44 Coondle West Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 460825
Land Information Lot 1 Vol/Folio 1542/399

Plan D057145 Reserve -
GPS 31°28’34.9”S 116°26’08.4”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12229
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)

Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)
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Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Homestead
Current Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Homestead
Other Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Servants or shearers quarters
Construction Details
Construction Date 1865
Walls / Roof -
Condition Site Only
Style -
Physical Description
Any remnants of the ruin have been lost. The approximate site of the former house lies in-between the 
existing trees. The current lot is a large divided lot for horses. There are lines of trees that delineate 
different sections. There are farm fences that line the border of the property. The site is predominantly 
cleared from vegetation, with some mature trees remaining. There are two contemporary steel dwellings 
on the property with a skillion roof. This building is not located on the site of the former homestead.	
Authenticity -
Integrity -
Date of Survey 24/09/2024
Historical Information
The Coondle Estate (Avon Location 1 of  7000 acres) was the first land in the state to be resumed for 
the purchase and subdivision of old grants. It had a long history of absentee ownership with the original 
grantee, George Leake, never living there and subsequent lessees occupying the property. The first was 
J. C. Mackie who may have built the first cottage and performed location duties for Leake. The second to 
lease ‘Coondle’ was James Drummond Jr whose employees lived in the cottage. The next occupant was 
Ewen Mackintosh. His cousin John McPherson was a lessee of Coondle for about 20 years remaining there 
until 1884. During this period the original pise-walled cottage was abandoned, possibly due to flooding. 
A substantial stonewalled homestead was then built in 1865 on higher ground by convict labour. It had a 
detached kitchen and servants’ quarters. It was built by two ticket-of-leave men, Peter Brehart, a stone 
mason and John Boylne, a carpenter. Both were to build other large homes in the district. 
McPherson left the lease when Leake called tenders for the lease over 10-15 years, demanding cash in 
advance. He and his wife were tragically murdered in a notorious local case a few years later, with only 
their 14 year old daughter escaping. John is buried at Culham Church. The homestead was occupied by 
various managers until 1890 when Charles Ferguson bought the homestead block when the Coondle 
Estate was subdivided.
In 1889, the owner Charles Ferguson subdivided the original grant into 71 blocks. In 1898, in response 
to public demand to open up huge grants and pastoral leases more suited for farming than pastoral use, 
‘Coondle’ was bought by the Government and subdivided into farmlets of 15 to 410 acres. The growing
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Goldfields population offered good markets for farm produce. ‘The advertisements stated that ‘Coondle’ 
was eminently suitable for orchards, vineyards, dairying  and pig and poultry farms. And vegetables could 
be grown by irrigation from the Toodyay Brook.’ (Erickson, Toodyay Homesteads, p.94)  All the land was 
taken up within two years.
Charles Ferguson was the occupant of the Coondle Homestead when it was struck by lightning. It fell into 
ruin and deemed uninhabitable. The stone walls remained until at least 2003. Unfortunately the Shire’s stop 
work order was too late to save much of the historic 1860s ruins. They were bulldozed ca.2007. There are 
substantial photographs available of the previous building, listed by Beth Fraye as a 'substantial stone and 
shingle house with a detached kitchen and servants' quarters. 
Historic Themes OCCUPATIONS: Grazing, Pastoralism & Dairying
Associations George Leake

Charles Ferguson
Ewen Mackintosh
John MacPherson

Sources Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006. Chapter 25. 
Coondle Estate.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant

Statement of Significance
Coondle Homestead - Site has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The site has historic value as it represents the settlement of the Coondle District.
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
Management Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but 

otherwise makes little contribution.
Level of Significance Little significance

Additional Photographs
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Additional Photographs

Source: Landgate Aerial, 2010 with annotations.

Source: Landgate Aerial, 2024.
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Site Information
Other Names Viewlands

Hawthornden Farm Precinct
Previous MHI No. 55
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 282 Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 11425978
Land Information Lot 1 Vol/Folio 2229/887

Plan P045659 Reserve -
GPS 31°30’49.5”S 116°27’28.5”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 04121
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
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Other Classified by the National Trust (11/06/1973)
Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)
Register of National Estate (indicative)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use MONUMENT/CEMETERY: Grave

FARMING/PASTORAL: Homestead & Stable
Current Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Homestead
Other Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Shed or Barn
Construction Details
Construction Date 1866
Builder George Henry Hasell
Walls Masonry: Brick
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron
Condition Good
Style Victorian Georgian
Physical Description
Two storey brick, timber, and render house with double storey front timber verandah, timber double-hung 
windows and metal roof. The house is situated on a large rural property with various significant large farm 
buildings. The setting is a predominantly cleared farmland with a few large endemic trees and a small 
brook passing in an east to west direction. A long tree-lined entry to the southeast, which passes the main 
farm buildings (stables and shearing shed), is placed to the southeast of the main farm cottage. A second 
entry to the house to the southwest views the main verandah frontage on approach. The grounds beside 
the house are highly cultivated with various cottage garden plants and endemic plantings. There is a 
tennis court to the north and a pool to the south. The lawn extends 40 metres from the house, with various 
rotundas and seats in keeping with the home.
Access to the main house is via centrally placed steps to the verandah. The ground floor verandah has 
a timber balustrade on a rendered brick plinth with large rendered brick pillars supporting timber posts. 
Doubled posts above brick piers divide the verandah into three symmetrical portions. Each post is fitted 
with a decorative timber bracket. There is latticework on the ground floor, creating a pleasing entry 
elevation. Each floor has a central timber door and a window to each side. The door on the ground floor 
has a highlight window and a top 1/3 of glazing to the door panel. The two windows are double-hung. The 
verandah is capped on either end by a double-storey brick volume containing a double-hung window, 
placed in the centre of each wall with one window to each floor. The roof forms a low gable in each corner.
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Single storey side sections with a variety of window styles, including bay windows. The upper storey 
(west) of weatherboard construction has double hung and casement windows. Weatherboard rear (south) 
elevation with upper-level verandah and series of French windows to the ground level. A separate painted 
brick outhouse to the north-west of the dwelling is still evident. A painted brick building is apparent on the 
northeast.
The hipped roof has skillion extensions for the verandahs and side extensions. There are also gables at 
each end of the crest in each building volume. Four (4) roughcast rendered and painted brick chimneys are 
visible on the roof, with two terracotta pots on each chimney.
A private cemetery in fields away from the house is enclosed by bush timber fencing.
Long rectangular plan brick and stone stable block with gable iron roof and timber verandah posts. The 
stone is a fieldstone without defined coursing, with brick quoining to the corners and a buttress to the rear. 
The gable ends have been in-filled with brick and the central portion in-filled with a concrete block.
Timber and iron stable block with projecting entrance and hipped and gable roof. 
Brick and iron double-height shed on stone plinth. The large double-height main volume is unpainted 
brickwork in English garden wall bond. The doors and windows are timber with brick arches. The ceiling 
has hand-sawn timber planks, evidence of the former roof. 
Authenticity Moderate to High
Integrity High
Date of Survey 14/10/2024
Historical Information
Avon Location U4, 2900 acres was granted to James Drummond the botanist (1787-1863) in 1836. James, 
his wife Sarah, and their six Irish-born children (aged 18 to 3 years) arrived at Swan River Colony in the 
Parmelia in 1829. James Drummond Snr at first worked as the Government botanist and gardener but in a 
few years spent most of time exploring and collecting specimens of plants for despatch to clients in Europe. 
Meanwhile his sons managed the Drummond farms at Maylands and the Helena Valley. When the Toodyay 
area was open for selection in 1836, his final choice was in the Toodyay Valley.
In 1837 James Drummond Jnr took the family’s flocks and herds to Toodyay and by 1838 the rest of 
the family were living on their grant that they named ‘Hawthornden’ after a Drummond stronghold in 
Scotland. James was granted ownership in 1839. James Jnr. acquired 900 acres of the Anderson family’s 
neighbouring grant U3 in return for undertaking location duties for them when they moved to Tasmania. He 
built a barn on his 900 acres (Avon Location 12) and a horse-drawn mill, calling his property ‘Mill Farm’.
The Drummond flocks and herds flourished under the system of free grazing. Employees at ‘Hawthornden’ 
included Henry Green and John Cook, whose wife Jenette (according to her descendants) planted the 
roses, named locally as the Drummond Rose hedge, that flourishes to this day along the road past the 
homestead.
There was no wayside inn along the road north to the Victoria Plains and ‘Hawthornden’ was a convenient 
stopping place that offered hospitality to travellers. With no stores or merchants until 1861, James Jnr 
provided essentials, such as tea, sugar and clothing for his men as well as small farmers who used his mill 
for grinding their grain. Payment was a portion of their grain.
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In 1857 James Jnr. married Martha Sewell, fourth daughter of John Sewell of Egoline. In 1866, following 
the death of James Drummond Snr in 1863 and his wife Sarah in 1864, James commissioned George 
Hasell, an ex-brickmaker, to build a large two-storey house at ‘Hawthornden’, and a substantial brick barn 
and outbuildings. Prior to this, in 1856, with Perth merchant George Shenton’s financial backing, James 
had Hasell build an impressive three-storey steam mill at ‘Mill Farm’ with expensive imported machinery.
In 1866 he gave land for a public cemetery on part of the Mt Anderson grant, having bought the northern 
portion of that grant (U3) from the Andersons in 1864.
Hard times came for farmers in the early 1870s. Floods ruined crops and swept away buildings. Markets 
for wool, sandalwood and horses fell at the same time. James, in common with many other landholders, 
was deeply in debt. In 1873, after fighting a bushfire for three days that threatened ‘Hawthornden’, James 
succumbed to exhaustion and pneumonia and died. The trustees of his Will were instructed to sell his 
properties and distribute the proceeds among his heirs. However, it was a falling market and creditors 
demanded payment. In January 1874, ‘Hawthornden’ and ‘Mt Anderson’ were bought by Daniel Connor. At 
that time, the new ‘Hawthornden’ house was described as a two-storey dwelling-house, substantially built of 
stone and brick, comprising two large sitting-rooms, eight bed-rooms, two kitchens, pantry, bath-room, and 
cellars, with a detached coach-house and out-offices.
Connor had great difficulty leasing or selling ‘Hawthornden’. The big house was often vacant and became 
dilapidated. After Connor died in 1898, ‘Hawthornden’ was inherited by his son Bernard Maurice Connor. 
‘Hawthornden’ was to change hands a couple of times from 1905 to 1920, with managers usually running 
the property for owners. Alterations done to the homestead in 1922. Further work was done in 1923, as a 
tender was offered for brick additions to the house. The architect was Herbert Parry.
Ernest Augustus Lee Steere passed the property to his son Ernest Henry Lee-Steere (1912-2011) who 
moved down from the northern Lee Steere pastoral stations to run the Toodyay farm in 1937. Ernest Henry 
married Jessica Venn in 1942. He also was an astute businessman, race horse breeder and Lord Mayor 
of Perth in 1972-1978, and knighted in 1988, as his father was in 1948. Managers still assisted, with Joe 
Broderick being one of note.
In his time, Ernest restored several old farm buildings that had been erected by ticket-of-leave men. The 
burial ground where many Drummonds were buried was fenced and the headstones restored. This has 
been cared for by the Lee-Steere family, who continue to own the property
In 1921, Hawthornden entered its present Lee Steere era, when the property was bought by Ernest 
Augustus Lee Steere (1866- 1957), a pastoralist and businessman, who had extensive alterations done to 
the homestead in 1922. Further work was done in 1923, as a tender was offered for brick additions to the 
house. The architect was Herbert Parry.
Ernest Augustus Lee Steere passed the property to his son Ernest Henry Lee-Steere (1912-2011) who 
moved down from the northern Lee Steere pastoral stations to run the Toodyay farm in 1937. 
Ernest Henry married Jessica Venn in 1942. He also was an astute businessman, race horse breeder and 
Lord Mayor of Perth in 1972-1978, and knighted in 1988, as his father was in 1948. Managers still assisted, 
with Joe Broderick being one of note.
In his time, Ernest restored several old farm buildings that had been erected by ticket-of-leave men. The 
burial ground where many Drummonds were buried was fenced and the headstones restored. This has 
been cared for by the Lee-Steere family, who continue to own the property.
In 2024, The house is owned by the Lee Steere Family and they still operate a large farmland on the site.
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Historic Themes OCCUPATIONS: Grazing, Pastoralism & Dairying
PEOPLE: Early Settlers
DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Land Allocation & 
Subdivision

Associations James Drummond
James Drummond (jnr)
Daniel Connor
Sir Ernest Lee Steere

Sources Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
‘Notes on Toodyay Historic Sites’. Sourced from multiple documents, publications and archives. Compiled by 
Beth Frayne, Toodyay Historical Society. (2006 - 2024)
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant
Chitty, Ian D. Toodyay: a survey of historical buildings / a study for Toodyay Shire Council. ca. 1975. 118 
places. 
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay and Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Rica Erickson, The Drummonds of Hawthornden, Osborne Park, WA Lamb Paterson, 1969.
Rica Erickson and Robyn Taylor, Toodyay homesteads: past and present, Hesperian Press, 2006.
Alf T. Thomas. A history of Toodyay, Toodyay Road Board, 1949.
Sir Ernest Henry Lee-Steere, “Be fair & fear not”: an autobiography, E.H. Lee-Steere, 1995.

Statement of Significance
Hawthornden has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons::
•	 The place has historic value for its association with early settlers the Drummond family and the Lee 

Steere family who developed the property in the 20th century.  
•	 The place has historic value as the main residence, the outbuildings and cemetery on the site 

document the development of the property since the 1840s. 
•	 The homestead has aesthetic value as it is a landmark in the district and as a group the built elements 

form a visually cohesive farm group.
•	 The outbuildings have social value as they demonstrate former work practices.
Management Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example
Level of Significance Exceptional significance
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Additional Photographs
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Additional Photographs
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Additional Photographs
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Additional Photographs
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Additional Photographs

Source: 'Hawthornden Homestead, Toodyay', Collections 
WA, c.1970.

Source: 'Hawthornden and group of females', Collections 
WA, c.1900.

Source: 'John Nicol Drummond', Collections WA, n.d. Source: 'Drummond gravesite', Collections WA, n.d.
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Site Information
Other Names Barn Elms

Walter’s
Previous MHI No. 2
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 282 Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road
Locality Coondle
Location Description Located on private farmland
Landgate PIN 11425978
Land Information Lot 1 Vol/Folio 2229/887

Plan P045659 Reserve -
GPS 31°30’23.3”S 116°27’03.0”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12225
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Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Blacksmith’s Shop
Current Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Blacksmith’s Shop
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date -
Architect/ Builder -
Walls / Roof -
Condition Site Only
Style -
Physical Description
The building is no longer extant. 
There is potential rubble of the site but no other discernible features to determine the past location of the 
Smithy.
Authenticity -
Integrity -
Date of Survey 24/09/2024
Historical Information
Alex Ferguson was a Guildford blacksmith who came to Toodyay and built a mud brick house in the late 
1840s on Water's property 'Barn Elms'. He built beside a track that crossed the Toodyay Brook and it was 
there that Bishop Salvado bought his plough shares to be sharpened.
Historic Themes TRANSPORT & COMMUNICATIONS: Road Transport

OCCUPATIONS: Commercial Services & Industries
Associations Alex Ferguson
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Sources Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
‘Notes on Toodyay Historic Sites’. Sourced from multiple documents, publications and archives. Compiled by 
Beth Frayne, Toodyay Historical Society. (2006 - 2024)
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant
Chitty, Ian D. Toodyay: a survey of historical buildings / a study for Toodyay Shire Council. ca. 1975. 118 
places. 
Erickson, R Old Toodyay and Newcastle Toodyay Shire Council, 1974.

Statement of Significance
Alex Ferguson's Smithy - Site has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
•	 The site has historic value for its association with the settlement of the area in the 1840s and for its 

association with former blacksmith Alex Ferguson and his trade.
Management Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but 

otherwise makes little contribution.
Level of Significance Little significance
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Additional Photographs

Source: Landgate Aerial with Annotations. SCA, 2024.
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Site Information
Other Names Chinese Market Gardens
Previous MHI No. 80
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 310 Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 461064
Land Information Lot 300 Vol/Folio 395/192A

Plan P033202 Reserve -
GPS 31°30’01.8”S 116°26’34.1”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12233
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
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Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Other
Current Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Other
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1920
Walls / Roof -
Condition -
Style -
Physical Description
The building is no longer extant. There is no real evidence of the former market garden or siding. The site is 
cleared with endemic vegetation. There is a railway siding (contemporary) that is visible at a distance and 
the Toodyay Brook that runs nearby. The cleared site contains a variety of trees, mostly juvenile eucalyptus 
trees, with grasses. A burned out log in the vicinity is evidence of a bushfire in the area. It is most likely all 
remaining elements were destroyed in the fire, including markers.
Authenticity -
Integrity -
Date of Survey 24/09/2024
Historical Information
A. Lloyd and his brother David took up Coondle subdivision in about 1899. In 1913, David Lloyd sold 80 
acres of his land to Yock Lunn, a Chinese gardener. Until that time, Lunn had leased land at 'Nardie'. He 
was a man of some standing in the Western Australian Chinese Community and had acted on the Chinese 
Consul's behalf on occasions. He later took over Donegan's Store and set up a vegetable shop in Toodyay. 
He sent cauliflowers and cabbages to Kalgoorlie by train and the siding near his home was called Lunn's 
Landing. The market gardens were still there in the late 1940s. Mr Yock Lunn lived there for many years 
until he returned to China.
Historic Themes DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY: Immigration, Emigration 

& Refugees
OCCUPATIONS: Rural Industry & Market Gardening

Associations Yock Lunn
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Sources Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
‘Notes on Toodyay Historic Sites’. Sourced from multiple documents, publications and archives. Compiled by 
Beth Frayne, Toodyay Historical Society. (2006 - 2024)
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant
Chitty, Ian D. Toodyay: a survey of historical buildings / a study for Toodyay Shire Council. ca. 1975. 118 
places. 
Erickson, R Old Toodyay and Newcastle Toodyay Shire Council, 1974.

Statement of Significance
Lunn's Landing Siding - Site has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The site has historic value for the associations with the railways and Chinese market gardening in the 

area.
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
Management Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but 

otherwise makes little contribution.
Level of Significance Little significance
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Site Information
Other Names Key Farm Siding
Previous MHI No. 27
Public Access Yes
Street Address 775 Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road
Locality Coondle
Landgate PIN 1043845
Land Information Lot A RAIL WAY Vol/Folio  -

Plan - Reserve Railway Reserve
GPS 31°28’38.0”S 116°26’25.3”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 12226
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
Other Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)

Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)
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Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Historic Site
Original Use TRANSPORT/COMMUNICATIONS: Rail/Other
Current Use TRANSPORT/COMMUNICATIONS: Rail/Other
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1889; 1908 - 1909
Architect/ Builder -
Walls / Roof -
Condition Site Only
Style -
Physical Description
There are some remnants of railway within the area, including pins and rail. It is unclear if these remnants 
are from recent repairs or the original railway. The area contains a large metal shed and an open dirt road. 
There is a generous clearing from the existing railway with some elements and mounds. There are old 
electrical or communications poles that could be significant in the area. 
Authenticity -
Integrity -
Date of Survey 24/09/2024
Historical Information
The Coondle Estate was the first land in the state to be resumed for the purchase and subdivision of old 
grants. It had a long history of absentee ownership with the original grantee, George Leake, never living 
there and subsequent lessees occupying the property. It was subdivided in 1898 into 71 blocks. George 
Throssell, the Minister for Lands, proposed that the hills be used for running cattle and the cleared river 
flats used for vineyards, orchards and vegetables, using the pools along the Toodyay Brook for irrigation.  
All the land was taken up within two years.
The railway from Toodyay to Bolgart was constructed in 1909 and this siding would have been used for 
goods and passengers.
Coondle siding was listed a locality in the WA PODs (see e.g 1912) so was the likely focus of the 
community for some years.
A passenger shelter shed was built at the Key Farm railway siding in 1933. 
Historic Themes TRANSPORT & COMMUNICATIONS: Rail & Light Rail Transport
Associations George Leake

George Throssell
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Sources Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974.
Erickson, R., and Taylor, R., Toodyay Homesteads. Past & Present, Hesperian Press, 2006. Chapter 25. 
Coondle Estate.
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Chitty, Wally. Toodyay: the good old days. Hesperian Press, 2004, p.22.

Statement of Significance
Coondle Siding - Site has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The site has historic value for its associations with the development of the railway northwards from 

Toodyay to Bolgart and the Coondle Estate.
•	 The site has research value as it has potential to contain subsurface archaeological remains.
Management Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but 

otherwise makes little contribution.
Level of Significance Little significance

Additional Photographs
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Figure 53: St Phillip's Church
Source: SCA, 2024.

CULHAM



Site Information
Other Names Culham Church

Toodyay Valley Church
Previous MHI No. 119
Public Access Yes
Street Address 1050 Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road
Locality Culham
Landgate PIN 11906248
Land Information Lot 75 Vol/Folio 54/90

Plan D000082 Reserve -
GPS 31°27’19.0”S 116°26’14.0”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 02587
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
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Other Anglican Church Inventory (31/07/1996) 
Classified by the National Trust (16/06/2016)
Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use RELIGIOUS: Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Current Use RELIGIOUS: Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Other Use - 
Construction Details
Construction Date 1852; 1857; 1947
Architect/ Builder George Henry Hasell (Builder)
Walls Stone: Dressed Stone
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron
Condition Good/Fair
Style Victorian Free Gothic
Physical Description
The Church is a rectangular floor plan with a simple entry porch to the south. The church is oriented in a 
south western direction, with the main entry to the south. The building is set back from the road by 30m 
with a line of mixed natives and a small car park separating the building from the main road. The building 
is of stone, brick and iron construction, steeply pitched roof with brick gables, pointed arch windows with 
brick dressings and leaded timber framed casement windows. Rendered porch with steeply pitched roof. 
Brickwork in gables laid in English garden wall bond in a red brick. The northern elevation contains a single 
window with a religious figure in stained glass. The other windows contain two panels an upper panel with 
painted glass lead light and a lower panel of clear glass lead light in a diamond pattern. The windows to the 
east and west all have voissours in a light coloured brick that ties with the stone.
Adjoining cemetery within bush setting is small , about 100m x 60m. The bushland surrounds, especially 
the hill opposite provide a tranquil setting. Within the cemetery there are about 130 graves, many large 
in a generous marble with engravings. There are many prominent names within the cemetery, including 
the Phillips and Syred family. There are several trees within the site, predominantly natives and flowering 
bushes. There is a large sculptural remembrance garden to the south of the church. The site is bound on 
three sides with a more informal farm fence, with a more aesthetic fence and gate to the main entry. The 
custom low iron fence to the main entry reads: 'Saint Phillips'.
Authenticity High
Integrity High
Date of Survey 24/09/2024

119. St Phillip’s Anglican Church & Cemetery
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Historical Information
The Toodyay Valley Church as it was first called was built on land donated to the Anglican Church by 
Samuel Pole Phillips, locally known as Squire Phillips. Phillips owned Culham, one of the earliest farming 
properties to be established in the Toodyay Valley.
 In 1847 Phillips married Sophie Roe, the eldest daughter of Surveyor General John Septimus Roe. In that 
year, 1847, Western Australia came under the new jurisdiction of the Diocese of Adelaide where Bishop 
Augustus Short presided. Short’s wife was the sister of Samuel Pole Phillips. Bishop Short made a number 
of visits to Western Australia and in late 1848 encouraged Charles Harper, a lay preacher, to be ordained 
as Toodyay’s first Anglican minister. 
Following his marriage to Sophie, Phillips had a new mud brick house built at Culham near the Toodyay 
Brook. The builder was George Hasell, who had recently settled in Toodyay. Church services were held at 
the Culham homestead while Phillips organised for a church to be built on the donated land. Materials were 
assembled and donations for the building solicited in England and Australia. John Britt sawed the timber 
from the Bindoon forest, stone was carted to the site and galvanised iron recently imported from England 
was ordered in 1847. The building took a number of years to erect because of the Phillips’ frequent trips to 
England and Adelaide to visit family. 
On 15 May 1853, although incomplete, St Philip’s Church was opened for Divine Service. The first marriage 
to take place there was conducted by Rev Harper in February 1854. The couple were John Henry Johnson, 
a shepherd working for James Drummond, and Mary Dunroche, an immigrant servant girl. 
The Phillips did not return from England until 1855. During the interim the church, which was isolated 
and had no caretaker, had fallen into disrepair. A bazaar was organised by Mrs Phillips using trinkets she 
brought back from England to help raise funds for the church. It was finally restored and completed in 1857. 
In 1874, Rev. William Hugh Pidcock held the first service for some time in St. Phillip’s Church, Culham. 
Fortnightly Sunday afternoon services commenced. The church had fallen into disrepair during the 1860s, 
and had been closed but fundraising commenced to repair the building.
Around 1878 a font for the church was apparently cut from stone by convicts who were working on the 
Fremantle Lighthouse. In 1899 the Vestry purchased a new American organ (from Messrs Mason and 
Hamlin) replacing their old harmonium. 
The church, and a portion of the cemetery were consecrated on 15 September 1895 by Bishop Riley. The 
churchyard and cemetery were fully consecrated in 1926 by Archbishop Riley. 
A notable event in the history of St Phillip’s was the attendance of the explorer Ernest Giles and his party 
at Divine Service held by Rev W. H. Pidcock on Sunday 14 November 1875. Giles had set out from 
Beltana in South Australia by camel crossing central Western Australia and reaching New Norcia on the 
11th and Culham on the 13th November. The party and the camel team stayed at Culham homestead 
before continuing on to Newcastle (Toodyay), where they were received by Premier John Forrest at a civic 
reception, before continuing on to Perth to a heroes’ welcome. 
The first burial at St Philips was Newton Augustus Phillips, Samuel and Sophia’s two-year old son. The 
cemetery continues to be used for burials. A more recent addition (2015) is a stone walled Memorial 
Garden designed by local stonemason Stirling Hamilton. The garden is used for cremations. 
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In 1947, the Toodyay Road Board approved an application from the Culham Cemetery Committee to 
commence building operations to repair the Anglican St. Phillip’s Church, Culham.
St Phillip’s Church (1852-57) is the first Anglican church to be built in Toodyay, and one of the oldest in 
the State.  As part of the Toodyay-Goomalling parish, services are held at St Phillip’s on the fifth Sunday 
of the month, Easter Saturday, when a Minister is available, and Christmas with the popular ‘Carols by 
Candlelight’. As the church has no electricity candlelight is the only means of illumination. The church is 
also used for weddings, christenings and funeral services. 
Historic Themes SOCIAL & CIVIC ACTIVITIES: Religion
Associations Right Reverend GOL Riley

Henry Hasell
SP Phillips and family
Syred Family

Sources Rica Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle, Shire of Toodyay, 1974, p.265.
Anglican Church of St Philips & Cemetery, Culham. Heritage assessment for the National Trust, compiled by 
Dr Robyn Taylor. Classified 16 June 2016. 
Hocking Planning & Architecture. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory and heritage list. Dec. 2010, Dec. 
2012. 153 places.
Gray, Laura. Shire of Toodyay municipal inventory of heritage places. Prepared by Laura Gray …, Heritage 
& Conservation Consultant.
Chitty, I. D. 'Toodyay - A Survey of Historical Buildings' Toodyay Shire Council. ud.
Toodyay Herald, 4th of December. 1926, p.1.; 14th of March,1947,p.11.
(Inq, 30 Sept. 1874, p.3,4;

Statement of Significance
St Phillip’s Anglican Church & Cemetery has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons:
•	 The place has historic value as the first Anglican Church in Toodyay district and for the continuing use 

of the cemetery. 
•	 The place has historic value for its associations with significant church dignitaries and the Philips family 

in Culham. It is the second oldest active Anglican church in Western Australia.
•	 The church has social value for its role in the community and its sense of place for generations of 

people who have worshipped and had special events and celebrations in the church.
•	 The place has aesthetic value for its simple and classic design and use of local materials and its 

contribution to the townscape.
Management Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example
Level of Significance Exceptional significance
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Additional Photographs
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Additional Photographs
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Additional Photographs

Source: 'Rear corner elevation of church', inherit, F. A. Sharr, 
1973.

Source: 'Front elevation of church showing associated 
cemetery', inherit, F. A. Sharr, 1973.
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Additional Photographs

Source: 'St Philip's Church, Culham, 1895-1900', State 
Library of Western Australia.

Source: 'St. Philip's Church and graveyard, Culham, 6 
November 1949', 1949, State Library of Western Australia.

Source: 'St Phillips, Culham',n.d. Collections WA. Source: 'St. Philip's Church, Culham, 6 November 1949', 
1949, State Library of Western Australia.
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Site Information
Other Names -
Previous MHI No. 34
Public Access Restricted
Street Address 1469 Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road
Locality Culham
Location Description 15 km north of Toodyay on Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road
Landgate PIN 11619976
Land Information Lot 500 Vol/Folio  1541/592

Plan P053082 Reserve -
GPS 31°25’27.3”S 116°27’25.6”E
Heritage Listings and Surveys
DPLH inHerit Database 2588
Initial MHI Listing Date 27/08/1998
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Other Classified by the National Trust (11/06/1973)
Register of the National Estate (21/03/1978)
Shire of Toodyay Local Heritage Survey (27/8/1998)
Shire of Toodyay Heritage List (1/12/2012)

Local Planning Policy Area -
Place Use and Type
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Original Use FARMING/PASTORAL: Homestead
Current Use RESIDENTIAL: Single storey residence
Other Use -
Construction Details
Construction Date 1836, 1847, 1857, 1870 & 1880
Architect/Builder Samuel Pole Phillips & George Henry Hasell (Builders)
Walls Earth: Adobe (Mud Brick)
Roof Metal: Corrugated Iron
Condition Good (Cottage)

Poor (Mud Brick Building)
Fair (Brick Shed)

Style Victorian Georgian
Physical Description
The homestead is a single storey house incorporating earlier mud brick house. Culham Homestead has 
a hipped short-sheet corrugated iron roof with prominent painted brick chimneys. There are small gables 
present on each end. Open return verandahs extend around the dwelling with timber posts and iron roofs 
that overlay the original shingles (still intact). The homestead is raised on a brick plinth with chamfered 
timber posts. Eight French doors open to the long timber verandah with a central timber door. The central 
timber door is the main entry, and brick stairs lead to the verandah. The short end of the homestead 
contains two matching French doors. To the rear of the building is a small courtyard paved with Toodyay 
stone. French doors and casement windows are on the rear wall adjoining the courtyard.
To the rear, the original mud brick mains quarters adjoins the present homestead through the covered 
breeze-way. The structure has rendered and painted elevations, 9-paned windows and steps to the doors. 
The interior has hand-sawn timber plants for the ceiling and brick details in the gable divisions through 
rooms for ventilation. The outbuilding has a hipped roof and a small metal awning extended to the rear, 
forming a back verandah with timber posts and a concrete slab floor.
Only one end of the mud brick building is intact, and a storm destroyed the roof in previous years. There is 
remnant rendering on some of the mud bricks. Bush timber window lintels are still evident in the remaining 
ruins. Some short sheets of corrugated iron and timber are still apparent on the site.

120. Culham Homestead
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The old two-storey mud brick homestead is under a large metal farm shed. Walls are still evident with 
renderings. There is a small high pair of windows to the north-west and a single timber-framed opening to 
the northeast. There are markings on the wall where the former chimneys were. A raised timber floor has 
been installed on a brick plinth. Former openings have been in-filled, with brick arches still evident.
The shearing sheds are two rectangular plan buildings forming an L-shaped arrangement in plan. One is 
stone, and the other is corrugated steel and timber. There are exposed eaves and timber windows to the 
elevations, fitted with louvres. There are doors present to the east with a million verandahs with timber 
posts that are beginning to fall into disrepair. The original furnace is evident.
Iron shed with prominent external south chimney breast built on a stone base. Shallow-pitched short sheet 
iron roof with a skillion verandah. The building is constructed with timber and clad with corrugated steel. 
This was a later addition to the rendered stone building beside it.
Authenticity High
Integrity High
Date of Survey 14/10/2024
Historical Information
‘Culham’ (Avon Location 4, 12,513 acres) was originally granted to Dr Alf. Waylen. In 1839 he sold it on 
to Samuel Pole Phillips (7000 acres) and Edward Hamersley who were related by marriage.  Sam Phillips 
arrived by boat called the 'Montreal' the year prior. Though destined to become a clergyman, Phillips was 
very knowledgeable about horses and when Hamersley suggested they form a partnership breeding horses 
Phillips was happy to agree. They planned to open a trade with India for horses with Hamersley managing 
the sales from his home in Guildford while Phillips undertook the horse breeding on the land they acquired 
from Waylen. Both men were to become founding members of the Western Australian Turf Club. (Perth 
Gazette, 29 October 1852, p.3) 
A cottage, ‘Shepherds Hut’, already existed on the property that Phillips named ‘Culham’ after his ancestral 
home in England. He built stables and yards then advertised in The Inquirer that his stallion Noble was 
available for service. In 1847 Phillips married Sophie Roe, eldest daughter of the colony’s Surveyor 
General. A new house was built at ‘Culham’ beside the Toodyay Brook where the mud bricks were made. 
In January 1850, the Phillips and Roe families left for Adelaide to attend the marriage of Sophie’s sister 
Matilda by Bishop Short. The Phillips were regular travelers resulting in the slow progress of Toodyay Valley 
Church (also known as St Philip’s Church) that Phillips embarked on 1851.  It was finally completed in July 
1857.  Prior to completion of the church, services were held at the ‘Culham’ property. 
In 1851 Hamersley and Phillips dissolved their horse breeding partnership to form the Cattle Company with 
two other men. Hamersley then leased his half of the Toodyay grant to Phillips. 
Phillips continued to breed horses on a large scale as the Indian market was promising, however he 
needed financial assistance as well as a partner. The Phillips and their baby daughter Fanny, and Sophie’s 
sister Emma embarked for England. They returned in June 1855 with James Guy Thompson as the partner 
and a young Augustus Lee Steere who had capital. They each paid Phillips £100 for experience in farming 
and pastoral methods and assisted in bringing supplies from Perth including materials to build a new 
two-storey house alongside the mud brick house. George Hasell was the brick-maker and contractor.
A grand house-warming was held in 1857 and from around this time Phillips became known as the ‘Squire’. 
He held leases on hundreds of thousands of acres of pastoral land with access to water, at Wattening and 
Bolgart.
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In March 1858 the partners won a valuable contract to deliver a hundred or more horses to India. Other 
breeders were invited to help fill the contract. Eventually there was dissension between Hamersley and 
Phillips due to the latter’s handling of their business interests and their partnership was dissolved in 1867.
In 1872 heavy floods along the Toodyay Brook caused the basement of the home to be flooded. This led 
Phillips to erect a new single-storey house on higher ground.
When the Phillips’ son John Hugh Phillips married Laura Lukin in 1881 he renovated the mud brick 
house beside the Toodyay Brook and replaced the thatched roof with galvanised iron. He took over the 
management of ‘Culham’ while Laura took on Sophie’s community roles. These included ‘The Annual 
Culham Feast’ with stalls of ‘useful and fancy articles, direct from England… held for the benefit of the 
Toodyay Valley Church and Orphanage.’ A report in the ‘West Australian’ about one such event in April 
1881, states ‘there were upwards of 250 people present. Cricket commenced soon after 12 o’clock, 
and other pastimes followed… Many neighbours kindly assisted, and contributed donations towards the 
refreshments. The Newcastle band (Mr. Marris, bandmaster) kindly offered to play on the occasion… much 
to the delight of the company.’ (WA, 6 May 1881, p.2) 
Samuel Pole Phillips died at ‘Culham’ in 1901 and Sophie in 1902. She was buried beside him in the 
cemetery at St Philips Church. Philips served on Road Committees since 1840 and was a foundation 
member of the Toodyay Road Board in 1871. ‘The road to ‘Culham’ was said to be the best in the colony…’ 
(Erickson & Taylor, p.103) 
Descendants of the Phillips family continue to live and work at Culham running a successful business 
producing Australian stud beef cattle. With other Western Australian producers, an historic shipment of live 
cattle was flown to a new home in the Republic of Botswana in May this year. (Farm Weekly, 25 May 2024) 
Aboriginal workers and their families camped on a number of homesteads in the Toodyay district. In the 
March 1840 record compiled by Toodyay’s Resident Magistrate F. Whitfield, three entries were made for 
Phillips, presumably relating to the Culham property that he and Hamersley acquired that year. Three men 
and three women are listed, Namip and Yoondanna (who also received a blanket) who had three boys; 
Dulebah and Noonda; and Mocop and Goola who had a boy and a girl. All were noted as being of good 
character. 
In 1894 an Aboriginal woman named Annie Stack was born at Culham and grew up to become a 
resourceful member of the Toodyay community. From the 1940s she organised teams of Aboriginal workers 
and managed contracts for land-clearing, fencing and collecting ‘dead’ wool from sheep that had died. 
The wool was sold to the scourers Woolcox-Mofflin based in Perth and Fremantle. Annie had a number 
of children, and her life experiences were typical of what many Aboriginal families endured. However, 
her personality must have shone through earning her the title ‘The Queen of Toodyay’ in a remarkable 
studio photograph (c.mid-1950s) taken of her by the renowned Northam photographer Alex Risco. The 
photograph was acquired and restored by the Toodyay Historical Society.
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